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HOW INTERPRET THE APOCALYPSE? 

• 

THE Rev. Grattan Guinness, in his book on " The 
Approaching End of the Age," p. 465, inserted a, 

challenge to any one to discuss wi.th him two questions 
connected therewith-(1) the literality or synzbolicity 
of the Apocalypse; and (2) the year-day theory. 
He thought that the discussion of these points from 
the platform, or by the press, would be easy, would be 
profi.table to believers, and that discussion would make 
it clear on which side the truth lies. Agreeing with 
him on these points I wrote, accepting the challenge. 
I received the reply, that he must defer the matter, as 
he was on the eve of a distant voyage, with a view to 
visit some missionary stations. This was a virtual 
refusal. But though the controversy is thus altered in 
form, it may yet advance and be decided. With a 
view to this result the following pages are commended 
to the consideration of my' brethren in the faith, and 
to the blessing of our God. 

In this controversy, I trust nothing will fall from 
my pen derogatory to the character of my Christian 
brother, in whose excellent work of sending forth 
missionaries of the Cl'OSS I heartily sympathize. vVe 
agree in the great fundamentals of the faith, and are 
·one in the belief of Christ's pre-millennia! advent. 

I proceed then to my subject. Of the two points 
proposed for discussion one is quite subordinate, and 
I leave it untouched. The great q_uestion is-ON 
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WHAT PRINCIPLE IS THE BoOK OF REVELATION TO BE 

INTERPRETED '? Is it to be regarcled as ' a sealed 
book,'' a book of symbols ' ? Or is it, as I affirm, 
and trust to prove, mainly to be accepted literally? 
If that be so, the year-day theory falls out of 
view. That has arisen out of the belief, that 
'the Apocalypse is a continuons history of the 
Christian church.' But if so, then, as the church dis
pensation has continueJ. for well nigh two thousand 
years, 1260 days seems to be an insignificant period of 
time. Then enters tbc idea, that days must be held to 
mean years. But if the prophetic portion of the 
Apocalypse have not begun, and cannot begin till the 
churches of Christ are no longer recognized by God, the 
year-day theory comes to an end. The days of the 
Apocalypse are literal days. 

Mr. Guinness and others distinguish the confiicting 
prînciples of intèrpretation, as PRESENTIST and FuTURIST, 
respectively. N ow these are great features of the two 
systems. But the argument should go much deeper. 
The main question, as I affirm, and purpose to prove, 
is-Are miracles of Judgment foretold as about to 
characterize the latter day ? I affirm that they are~ 
and will append proofs. But if so, then the Presenlist 
or Historie Interpretation falls to the ground. 

First, a word concerning the amount of mystery Of" 

literality in the Apocalypse. 
The Naturalist or Historie Interpreter * confesses, 

that though the book be 'symbolic,' there are parts of 
it t.hat are literal. The J_.iteral or Supernatmal Inter
preter allows, that some parts of the book are not to be 
taken literally. The controversy then turns on the 
question, H ow much of the book is to be accepted 
literally ? H ow much symbolically ? A nd how· 

* The argument, then, requires another and deeper namè. 
(l) Naturalist, or (2) Supernaturalist. 
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shall we distinguish bet·ween the two ? I assume,. 
then, and propose to prove, that the main body of the 
book is to be accepted in the letter; and that mystic 
interpretation then only has legitimate standing, vvbere 
:absurdity moral, or absurdity metaphysical, results. 

I must next object to the terms 'symbol' and 
'symbolic,' and beg those who use them to define their 
meaning. What is a symbol1 

In discussing Scripture subjects let us as far as 
possible keep to Scripture terms. N ow the Apocalypse 
does not speak of 'symbols,' but it employs another 
word. It speaks more than once of 'mystery.' 

Let us look at the occurrences of the word :-
1. John sees in the Saviour's hand seven stars, and 

He was walking amidst seven golden candlesticl?s (or 
more accurately, ' lamp stands, and lamps'). ~ ow of 
these two objects we read-" The nzystery of theseven 
stars w hich thou sawest on my right hand, and the 
seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches ; and the seven candle
sticks which thou sawest are seven churches: " i, 20. 

2. In the xviith chapter we read of a woman in 
scarlet array. "And upon her forehead was a name 
written,* a mystery, 'Babylon the Great, the mother 
of the harlots, and of the abominations of the earth.' " 

Then comes the explanation. "The woman which 
thou sawest is the great city, which holels the kingdom 
over the kings of the earth." 

From these examples it appears, that by a 'mystery' 
in this book is meant something that bas two places. 
When it is away from its present and actt1al place, it 
is seen in etnblem. vVhen spoken of, or beheld in, its 
usual place, it is dealt with literally. 

The churches and pastors of Christ have two places 

* Here and there the author varies from the Authorized 
'l'ranslation. The appeal then is to the Greek, and to its 
·critical editions, for the received text of this hook is faulty. 
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(1) One in heaven, as related to the heavenly sanctuary · 
of which J esus is the risen Priest, and of which Moses' 
tabernacle was the earthly copy. There they appear 
as candlesticks and stars. (2) But Jesus explains by 
giving us their present and actua1 place on earth ; and 
then they are churches, and angels of churches. In 
heaven they are lamps and stars; for they enlighten 
angels concerning God's multiform and varied wisdom· 
(Eph. iii, 9, 10). But on earth they are gathered 
assem blies of believers. 

So Babylon has two places. (1) lts litera1 one was 
on the Euphrates where it was first built, and to which 
it will one day be restored. lt is shown accordingly 
as the literal city, in Rev. xviii. (2) But at present its 
place is occupied during the mystery of God's patience 
by another city. lts form and its place are changed; 
while its spirit is still that of the old anJ. literal 
Babylon. Hence it is shown us under the entblem of 
a woman, whose spiritual attributes are shadowed 
forth in chapter xvii. The Babylon of the xviith 
chapter of the Apocalypse is Rome. What was meant 
by the W oman needeel to be. explained ; and explana
tion is given. lt remains the mystic Babylon, only 
during the time of the ' Mystery of God.' When 
that is finished, the ten kings of Antichrist burn the 
mystic Babylon, or Rome ; the remnant of the 
doomed city returns to literal Babylon; and the litera1 
people of God, or Israel, reappear upon the scene. 
Hence there are two destructions of Babylon; for 
there are real1y two Babylons to be destroyed. (1) The 
mystic Babylon is burnt by the false Christ and his 
ten kings, which are described in chapter xvii as 
heads and horns. (2) But there is a secoud destrndion of· 
Babylon in the xviiith chapter, which comes suddenly 
and directly from the hand of God. An earthquake 
hurls literal Babylon into the depths of earth, after she 
has become the chief city of the world's commerce .. 
This Rome never has been, or will be. 
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So with regard to the mysteries of the xviith chapter. 
The Woman of that chapter is not literally to be 
taken. It is a city. Nor is the Babylon spoken of the 
literal Babylon. It is mystic Babylon that is presenteel 
to us in the xviith. The ancient and literal Babylon 
has been, during this dispensation, supplanted by a city 
which is morally one with it in its spiritual aspect. 

For it is now the time of God's patience and of 
Ris mercy. "But in the days of tbe voice of tbe 
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 
mystery of Godshall be jinished:" x, 7. 

H ow many 'mysteries' are there in this hook ? 
lt is not easy to say. But I think there may be said 
to be at the highest reekoning forty, of which one-half 
is explained. "Golden vials (bowls) full of odours, 
which are the prayers of the saints :" v, 8. Here we 
have the two places of the object. (1) As seen in 
heaven, the prayers are beheld as bowls full of incense. 
(2) As referred to earth, they are literally prayers of 
saints. There are then notmore than twenty unexplained 
mysteries; that is, not one to each chapter. Mystery 
is not the staple of the book ; it is not to be regarcled 
as in general enigmatic or figurative. 

Let US now take a look at the NATURALIST THEORY 
OF INTERPRETATIO~, and especially tbat accepted by 
Mr. Guinness. 

It supposes, then, (1) That the Revelation is a 
continuons history of the church. (2) That its pro
phetic part began to be fulfilled in John's day. (3) 
That the seals give the decline of tbe pagan Roman 
empire, and the overthrow of paganism by Constantine. 
(4) That the rainbow-angel of chapter x, and the 
witnesses of chapter xi, foretell the Reformation. ( 5) 
That the plagues mean only political events, and that 
we are now living under the sixth vial. Finally, (6) 
That the book is to be interpreteel by profane history. 
(7) That the Popes are the Man of Sin, the Antichrist, 
the Wild Beast of Apocalypse. 
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Are these things so ? 
1. 'The Apocalypse is a continuous histor;• of the 

church.' In what sense do you speak of 'the 
clturch ' ? Do you mean the one mystic body of 
Christ gathering during this dispensation by the Holy 
Ghost 1 t.he spiritual memhers united to Christ the 
Risen Head by t.he Holy Spirit 1 No ! For that is not 
treated of by profane history. Do you mean the 
various assemblies of helievers scattered throughout the 
world 1 No ! Because for ages there 1vere no assemblies 
of helievers whom Christ could own as lights in heaven, 
or living corpora te witnesses to Him on earth. Y on 
mean, then, the history of Christendom, or of the 
Christian dispensation. 

Does, then, the appeal to history prove that the 
Revelation has been fulfilled 1 By no means. Men 
full of zeal, and competently acquainted with history, 
have attempted to prove the fulfilment of its prophe
cies, and have not succeeded. Great are the diversities 
of view among those who have laboured in this field. 
If we take the chapters concerning whose completion 
the Allegorists or Symbolic Interpreters are most 
nearly agreed, great and many are the gaps in their 
interpretation; as I have proved in my book-The 
Locusts, the Horsemen, and the Two Witnes>es. 
I have gone through the general views of the Historie 
Interpreters in my work-T he A pocalypse Expounded 
by Scripture; and have shown how completely they 
fail in detail. 

Let me take here but one or two points. The 
Apocalypse (ix, 5, G) affirms, that there will be a 
time, when the inhabitants of the earth, stung by 
creatures from the bottomless pit, will be for five 
months so fearfully tormented that they will prefer 
death to life; while nevertheless they will not be able 
to commit suïcide, or to find death. Has ever any 
such state of things occurred, I say not, in Christian 
times ; but ever since the world was created 1 But if 
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not, all tbeories about the locusts being the Saraeens 
must be false. Have ever two-hundred millions of 
horsemen issued from Euphrates, slaying the third of 
mankind 1 (ix, 16, 18.) If not, we have here judg
ments on God's part, and a state of things on merr's 
part, never yet realized. And the Naturalist or 
Historie Interpretation is false. 

Observe again :-

MmACLEs ARE FoRETOLD As CoMING IN THE 

LATTER DAYS. 

N ow if miracles are foretold in other portions of 
Scripture as about to come to pass, and if the de
scriptions in Revelation be similar to those predictions of 
miracle, then miracles areforetold in the Apocalypse. 
But if so, the plagnes are to betaken literally. Ex
plained as symbols, they are made to mean naturaland 
political events which have already occurred. Though 
naturalist interpreters, if pre-millennarians, are campelled 
to be inconsistent with themselves in not onlyconfessing, 
but teaching, that the coming of Christ before the mil
lennia! day, the destruction of the armies of earth, the 
binding of Satan, and reign of the saints, are sarnething 
literally to be accepted, and predicting tbings super
natural_. Howis it, tl·en, brethren1 we ask.,thatyou thrust 
o.ff miracle from the maJor part of the Apocalypse, 
yet are obli'ged to accept it at the close ? H ow do you 
distinguish ~ Y ou believe that there are two classes of 
events in the book. The one class describes mere 
natura! and politica! events, which have already come 
to pass. The other presents supernatmal events yet to 
come. vVill you show us, how the descriptions of the 
events, which you own to be supernatural, differ from 
those which you would have us accept as merely naturaH 

We say, that such distinction eau only be arbitrary. 
The supernaturalist is consistent in his interpretation. 

You are not. The Old and N ew Testaments are 
B 3 
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founded on miracles, litcrally described. Take sym
bolicity as yom guide, and yom exposition is cut loose 
from the Old Testament; and from Israel; God's great 
earthly centre in days past, and in the days to come. 
Take literality as your guide, and kindred passages to 
those of the Apocalypsespring up both in Moses and 
the prophets. Here is one of the proofs that Futurism 
is true. 

I COllie, then, to the proof, that llfiRACULOUS EVENTS, 
PROCEEDING BOTH FROl\I GoD AND FROM SATAN, ARE 
PROl\1ISED IN BOTH THE ÛLD TESTAMENT AND THE N EW ! 
Now if they are foretold in passages which are con
fessedly literal, then like passages in the Apocalypse 
are to be acceptcel as literal and miraculous. 

Moses foretells a system of miracles of judgment 
as about to occur, whiüh has never been fulfilled. 

After the sin of the calf, which has never been 
forgiven, and ·which is to be avenged in a day to come,''" 
the Lord made a new covenant with Moses himself, as 
the Mediator of Israel. And this is its tenor. "Behold, 
I make a covenant: befare all thy people I will do 
marvels ( wonders ), such as haz1e nat been done in all 
the earth, nor in any nation: ancl all the people 
among which thou art shall see the u•ork of the 
Lord : for it is a TERRIBLE THING that I will do with 
thee:" Ex. xxxiv, 10. 

How is it, that this covenant to work greater miracles 
of judgment on Israel, and before Israel and the na ti ons, 
has droppeel out of view~ vVhat is the Apocalypse, but 
a fulfilling by the Most High of this terrible covenant 1 
Must not Israel of the A pocalypse then be the literal 
Israel, to f ulfil this, God' s vV orcl ~ 

The past mimeles wrought in Egypt are described in 
like terros: "I will str<:)tch out my hand, and smite 
Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the 
midst thereof :" Ex. iii, 20. 

* Ex. xxxii, 34. 
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These wonders of judgment are to affect Israel. That 
the N atmalist System almost entirely shuts out Israel, 
is another of its failures. 

In the Book of Deuteronomy we have the last in
structions of M oses, In the xxviiith chapter the Mediator 
·of Israel presents to his nation the blessings to follow 
on the observance of the law, and the cmses which 
were to visit them for breaches of it. Some of these 
are supernatmal; for rain, powder, and dust are to be 
poured down from heaven so as to destroy them: v. 24. 
Diseases not to be healed are to be sent: v. 27, 60, 61. 
An invading supernatmal army is foretold, whose 
description ansvYers to that of the terrible plague of the 
horsemen in Rev. ix; Deut. xxviii, 49-52. J ehovah 
will send on Israel great plagues, and wonderjul ones 
(v. 59), even all those written in the law (v. 61). 

To the covenant made with Moses alone a new one 
:with the nation of Israel was added, just before the death 
.of Moses. On the breach of this covenant, God was 
to smite the land of promise in a way that never has 
been fulfilled. See the awful deseription :-

'' So that the generation to come of your children that shall 
rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far 
land, shall say, when tbey see the plagnes of that land, and 
the sicknesses which the Lord hath laid u pon it; A nd that 
the whole land thereof is brimstone, ancl salt, and burning, 
that it is nat sown, 1w1· beareth, nor any grass groweth t!Lerein, 
like the overthrow qf Sodo11~ , and Gmnorrah, A dmah, and 
Zeboi1n, which the Lord overth1·ew in his anger, and in his 
~orath : Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the Lord 
done thus unto this land ? What meaneth the heat of this 
great anger? 'l'hen men shall say, Because they have forsaken 
the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, which he made 
with them when he brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt: For they went and served other gods, and wor
shipped them, gods whom they knew not, and whom he had 
not given unto them: And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
.against this land, to bring upon it all the curses that are 
written in this hook : And the Lord rooted them out of' their 
land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast 
them into another land, as it is this day" : Deut. xxix, 22-28. 
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This is literal, as literal as the Land of Promise, and 
as the destruction of Sodom. N ow the outburst of a 
volcano in the land of Israel wonld fnlfil this 
threatening. It would also fulfil the description of the 
first woe-trumpet (the fifth) : Rev. ix, 1, 2. 

See also Leviticus xxvi, as containing threats ofi 
J ehovah to send plagnes of deepening intensity on 
Israel, if His earlier ones failed to indnce repentance : 
Lev. xxvi, 18, 21, 24, 28. 

Take a passage or two from the prophets of Israel. 
The same scene of frightfulness and desolation, with a 
more prominent view of the locnsts which torment men, 
is given in Joel i, ii. A brief portion is quoted by 
Peter : "I will show wonders in the heavens and in 
the earth; blood, and fire, and piUars of smoke; the· 
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into· 
blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord 
come. '' N ow these signs and wonders are fonnd in 
the Apocalypse. The blood, fire, and piUars of smoke 
occur in the first and fifth trumpets: Rev. viii, ix. 
Signs in the sun and moon are to preeede the terrors of 
the Day of tT udgment on the living.' If so, then the 
sixth seal, with its darkened sun and moon, is to be 
taken literally. 

"The day of the Lord is great and VERY TERRIBLE : 

and who can abide it 7 " J oei ii, 11. 
The judgments of J ehovah in the latter day are to 

be lil?e those of Egypt. For iudeed the renmant of 
Israel is a secoud time to be delivered out of that land .. 
"The Lordshall utterly destray the tongue of the 
Egyptian Sea [which Israel traversed by miracle in 
Moses' day] ; and with his mighty wind shall he shake 
his hand over the river [Euphrates], and shall smite it 
into* seven streams, and make men go over dryshod. 
And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his. 
people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as it 

• There is no 'the' in the original, and it gives a wrong sense. 
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was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the· 
land of Egypt:" Isa. xi, 11, 15, 16. 

Again, "According to the days of thy conzing up out 
of the land of Egypt will I show unto him ( Israel) 
M ARVELLOUS THINGS :" Mie. vii, 15 j Zech. x, 1 Û. W ere 
the plaguesofEgypt miraculons 7 Soshall those be which 
are to come. Here, then, is ample warrant to interpret 
the plagnes of the trumpets and vials literally. But if 
so, Fnturism is true, for it teaches the supernaturality 
of the plagnes of the A pocalypse. The passages 
above. cited from the Old Testament as being spoken 
to the men of the letter, are literal. As spoken to 
the nnforgiven nation of Israel, and to the sinners 
of the Gentiles, they foretell literal plagnes of 
judgment. 

For fLuther proof, turn we to the N ew Testament. 
1. What says the Saviour in Ris taking leave of 

Israel, and the temple? "Great earthqual<es shan· 
be in divers places, and famine, and pestilences; and 
feaJful sights and great signs shall there be from 
heaven :" Lnke xxi, 11. 0 then ! the earthqnakes of 
Revelation, and the " fearful sights " there predicted 
are literal ! Again, "Th ere shaU be signs in the sun, 
and in the moon, and in the stars ; and npon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the soa and 
the waves roaring; men fainting for fear (Greek), and 
for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth : for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory :" 25-27. 0 then t 
the plagnes which preeede Christ's literal advent are 
also literal ! 

2. Paul tells ns, that there will be a conflict of 
miracle between God's servants, and the Devil's. "Evil 
men and seclucers i• (magicians) shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived." "Now as 

* r07JTal. 
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Jannes and Jmnbres withstood Moses [how was 
that 1 by miracle ! Ex. vii, 11 ], so do these also resist 
,the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning 
the truth. But they shall praeeed no further: fortheir 
folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also 
was :" 2 Tim., iii, 8, 9. 

That Satan shall put forth his powers of miracle in 
'his servants, our Lord is a witness. " There shall arise 
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, ij it were 
possible, they should deceive the very elect:" Matt. 
xxiv, 24. No such wonders have yet been wrought : 
much less befare Israel by false Christs. 0 then, 
the signs and wonders wrought by the false Christ 
ancl false Prophet of tbe Apocalypse are real signs, 
and not 'lying wonders:' Rev. xiii, 13, 14; xvi, 14; 
xix, 20. That they are real miracles, is shown by the 
power which they exert alike on kings and commoners, 
to make them believe in and warship the false Christ, 
aml under his banner at length to tight against the true 
'Christ. 

See for a final passage 2 Thess. ii, 9. The Lord 
.J r-sus by the sudden out-flashing of his presence of 
glory from the sky will paralyze the Lawless One, 
"whose presence is according to the energy of Satan 
·with all power and signs and wonders ojjalsehood." 
~Greek.) Put side by side withit a passage descriptive 
of our Lord's work. " J esus the N azarite, a man 
from God, accredited to you by miracles, wonders, and 
signs, which God did by him in the midst of you:" 
Acts ii, 22. W ere those mimeles of Christ wrought 
l)y God to accredit Him to Israel, literal and real1 So 
shall the miracles of the false Christ, wronght by Satan 
.to accredit his lie, be true ? But if so, the Naturalistic 
Interpretation is false ! 

The contest between the true God on the one hand 
anJ Satan with his servants on the other, is to come 
over again. That of Egypt was decided by miracle. 
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This which is to come must be decided by the same 
weapons, the only ones appropriate to the occasion. 

But, leaving these questions of detail, I will present 
the two great obstacles to the Naturalist theory, arising 
out of the Apocalypse itself. 

l. The INTELLECTDAL or STRUCTURAL impediment. 
After our Lord has shown himself to J ohn as thc 

.Son of man walking in the midst of the seven candle
sticks, He says : (1) " WRITE THEREFORE THE THINGS 

WI·IICH THOU HAST SEEN "-the vision of the stars and 
lamps in the first chapter. 

(2.) "ÁND THE THINGS WHICH ARE," the state of the 
seven churches, as described in the seven epistles to 
them, : chap. ii, iii. 

(3.) "AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE ABOUT TO TAKE 

PLACE AFT ER THESE THINGS." (Greek) i, 19. This takes 
up the prophetic part of the book, after the churches 
are dismissed : chap. iv-xxii. 

This is an appropriate division of the book, given 
by our Lord Himself. It is contirmeel by John's 
opening worels : " vVho bore witness of ( 1) the word 
of God, (2) and the testinwny of Jesus Christ, 
whatsoever things he saw : " i, 2. * 

"The testimony of J esus Christ," considered as a 
part of this book, refers to chapters one, two, and three, 
in which our Lord Himself speaks. ''The vVorel of God/' 
then, includes the rest of the book ; and incidentally, by 
its Old Testament form of expression, it hints that 
in that prophetic portion we are come back to Old 
Testament principles and prophets. ' The Word of 
.God ' put singly may of itself be applied either to 
Go d's oracles of the Old Testament, or of the N ew. 
But when another expression, as here, is added to 
indicate N ew Testament communications from our 
Lord Himself~ ' the Word of God' then signifies truth 
·of Old Testament order. See 1 Sam., . ix, 27 ; 

* Critical Editions omit the TE. 
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1 Kings, xii, 22; 1 Chron., xvii, 3. In the prophets 
see Is a. xl, 8. 

"The things which thou sawest" are confined to· 
chapter i. " The things which ARE," then, refer t() 
the existing state on earth of the churches, which 
our Lord describes. But if so, there can be 11() 

'history of the church' in God's sense. While Christ 
recognizes the churches as His witness in heaven and 
on earth, history as befare God is at a stand. It is 
"the things which ARE." It is a continuons NOW. It 
is the day of patience, and of mystery. The Lord is 
not treating the world as it deserves, because it is the 
acceptable year of grace. But the churches, as ad
dressed by Christ, are seen to be failing more and 
more, and about to be removed in disgrace from their 
place of testimony for God, while yet individuals in 
them may be found faithful and rewarded. 

Some have proposed to render instead of 'the things 
which are,'* 'what they signify.' This is gram
matically lawful, and would then mean 'Write about 
the stars and lamps, and give their real and present 
signification in the actual state of the se·ZJm 
churches.' This comes very nearly to the same sense 
as the other rendering, and equally overthrows the 
Historie Interpretation ; but it does not so well bring 
out the force of our Lord's third division of the book. 

The third di vision of the Apocalypse gives us, "the 
things which are about to take place after these things." 
These words manifestly cut off all fulfilment of the 

* Some have asserteu that the seven churches are prophetie
of seven successive states of Christendom, or parts of it. (1.} 
But the attempts to prove this have failed. What general 
state of the church has ever answered to Philadelvhia 'I (2.) 
Christ was not speaking of national churches. How, when 
J esus was near removing the candlestick from helievers of 
Ephesus because they had left their first love, should He re
cognise as vessels of the light ofheaven assemblies of men who
had uo life or love at all '? National churches are daughters 
of the Harlot : Rev. xvii, 5. 
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prophetic part during the times of the church. N ot till 
"the things which are" are come to an end, can the 
things which are to take place after them, begin. The 
fDrce of these words has been lost to the English reader 
by the indefini te rendering " the th.ings w hich shall be 
hereafter." 

As long as the churches are recognized by God, so 
long is J esus priest in the sanctuary above, and it is 
the time of grace. History, as referred to theApocalypse, 
is the acting of the throne of chapter iv in its judg
ments. And that throne does not commence its action 
till the churches are set aside. 'Keep apart the time 
of the churches from the time of the prophecy,' is the 
principle legibly written on this arrangement of the 
H.evelation. Only when the churches are removed 
from their post does prophecy in relation to the earth 
begin. The churches therefore are not seen after the 
last epistle of Christ in chapter iii. It is not, because 
'the rapture of the church' takes place then; for as 
soon as the throne of chapter iv is set, it is the day of 
reward according to wod?s, and there are at least seven 
raptures supposed in the Book of Revelation. 

The opening wordR of chapter iv are manifestly 
designed to point out to us where the third division of 
the book-announced in i, 19-is to be set. "After 
these things I saw, and behold a door was opened in 
the heaven, and the first voice which I heard as of 
a trumpet talking with me, said, 'Come up hither, and 
I will show tlzee the things which must take place 
after these things.' " The words "a door was opened 
in heaven" are a reference backward to ii, 25, the true 
reading of which is, "vVhat ye have, hold fast till I 
open." The opening of heaven then to the ready ones 
of the church indicates, that the time assigned by Christ 
for the churches' testimony is over. Then takes 
place the first of the raptures. "Come up !zither." 
" Immediately I becanu in the spirit, and behold 
a throne was being set in the heaven, and on the 
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throne was a sitter." John's place is alterèd thence
forward, and the whole scene changes from the outer 
sanctuary to the Holiest of heaven. 

The church as one body never more appears. N either 
the twenty-four elders, nor the four animals ((wa) are 
symbols of the church. This should be proved by 
those who assert it. The elders give thanks for 
creation, not for redem,ption BY BLOOD. They are 
throned and crowned, before Christ appears on the 
scene. 
-'But do they not say, "Thou hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every tribe, and tongue, and 
people, and nation ! " ' 

No ! the vvord ' us ' is not genuine ; as is proved, 
partly by its omission in two manuscripts and one 
version, partly by the judgment of critics, and partly 
by the reading which follows, a reading which is 
accepted by the critical editions. "Thou madest 
them to our God kings and priests, and they shall reign 
on the earth." In these words the elders give place to 
another body than themselves; whom they esteem more 
worthy to rule, because introduced by Christ the 
worthy One. 

II. vV e consider next the MORAL barrier to the 
Naturalist or Historie Interpretation: 
THE THRONE SET UP IN CHAPTER IV IS GoD'S THRONE OF 
JUSTICE. 

This is proved by a variety of evidences. The 
character of the throne proves it. "Out of the 
throne are coming forth lightnings and thunders 
and voices : and seven torches~~ of fire are burning 
befare the throne, which are the seven spirits of 
God:" verse 5. The throne resembles Mount Sinaï in 
its terribleness, and in the fear it creates among the 
sons of men, as at the sixth seal. So the Roly Spirit 
is seen, not as the dove, but as " seven torches of fire 

• Aap.7ra.Ö€s, This is never 'lamps,' but rather ' torches.' 
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burning." By torches of fire, Samson ravaged the· 
country of the Philistines. The Lord foretells that, 
Israel in the coming day shall be to the nations as " a 
torch of fire in a sheaf, and they shall devour all the 
people round about on the right hand and on the left : " 
Zech. xii, 6. The Holy Spirit bere is represented not by 
"tongnes as of fire," seated upon those accepted by God 
as Ris witnesses to Christ (Acts ii) ; but as torches, 
that burn those deserving of judgment. 

(2) As soon as the throne appears, the elders 
glorify God as worthy to receive praise, because of 
Ris works in creation : verse 11. N ext, a eaU is 
raised by the herald of the throne, that he who is 
worthy to open the sealed book, should present 
bimself: chap. v, 2. None appears till the Lamb slain 
comes forward, and then the chiefs of heaven celebrate· 
the superior worthiness of Christ. "Thou art worthy, 
för thou wast slain :" verse 9. The conquerors from 
among the churches "shall walk with Christin white: 
for they are WORTRY : " iii, 4. And at length, under 
the bowls of wrath, God gives the murderers of Ris 
saints blood to drink, and the angel of the waters 
passes senterree on them: "for they are worthy:" 
xvi, 6. Seven times occurs the word. The throne, then,. 
which deals with all according to works, is not the 
throne of grace. 

(3.) The actings of the throne are Judgments on the 
earlh, which still increase in severity, till Christ comes 
forth in justice to Judge and to make war : xix. 

( 4.) As soon as the throne of the Holiest in heaven is 
set, the scene entirely changes; the place,andappearance, 
and actings of Christ change. The title of God then 
becomes "God of H osts ." And, as the o bjects of the· 
throne's acting we have, not "angels of churches," 
but sea, earth, and " kings of earth." At the 
bidding of the throne, horses of war go forth to 
carry the sword, famine, and pestilence and evi! 
beasts, God's four sore judgments : Ezek. xiv. But 
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these are not enough. vVhen the fifth seal opens, the 
.J.nartyrs inquire, Why God has not "judged and 
.avenged their blood upon the dweilers on earth "1 
How is the appeal received? Is it replied, that such 

:a call, addressed to a throne of grace, is unsuitable 1 
Nay, it is owned that judgments shall come on the 
earth because of this : but the applicants must wait a 
little longer, until the inhabitants of earth of that day 
have proved, by their shedding anew the blood of 
God's servants, that they are of the same spirit as those 
·of old. God then shakes the earth, and terrifles men 
,l;)y the commotion of the heavens and the earth. It is 
God's call, as once to Cain-' Where is Abel thy 
brother?' Bnt in vain goes forth the appeal. Perse
.cution is resumed, after the first shock of fear is over ; 
and then the elements are stricken, and through them 
men die. They repent not, and then woe-trumpets affect 
.directly the persons of men; they are tormented, till 
death is sought rather than life ; they are decimated, 
t.ill a third of men is cut off. But still there is no 
Tepentance ; but idolatry and its cognate sins rule the 
sous of men. 

The Apocalypse testifies in many places to the pro
phetic part as being ' the day of judgment.' The cry of 
the martyrs for judgment is answered by the vials, as 
the angel of the waters says : xvi, 5. At the seventh 
tt·ump the elders on high say: "Thy wrath is come, and 
the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and 
·that thou shonld'st give the reward to tby servants 
<the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, small and great ; and shouldest destray theni 
that destroy the earth:" xi, 18. Christ comes to 
-e:xecute judgment on men and on Satan: xix, 11; 
xx, 11, 13. "Fear God, and give glory to Him; for 
the hour of His judgment is cmne," is the cry after 
Antichrist has appeared : xiv, 7. 

In Rev. xvii, we are shown the judgment of the 
I-brlot, after her day of grace is over. Her actings during 
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the past day of mercy to the injury of both kings ancih 
nations~are stateel in verse 2. Andjust when the crusbing 
blow falls on her, she is upheld by one possessed of all 
earth's power; she is full of riches, and deckeel with all 
the world's glory, while her iniquities are come to the 
full, and she is drunken with blood of the saints. At 
her fall, praise to God ascends from all the servants of 
God. All this tells of another dispensation of wrath, 
the contrast to the present one of grace. 

Then comes the time of the saints executing judg
ment : Rev. xx. To do so now were self.exaltation out 
of due time. And he who exalts himself now shall be 
abased in the day of the kingdom. 

Moreover, prophecy declares that God is about to set 
up Ris throne for jndgment : Psa. ix, 7, 8 ; Isa. xxiv, 
xxxiv. And as the promise is from the Old Testament, 
the interpretation is to be Old Testament too ; and 
the Israel which appears beforethe throne is literal Israel. 
Observe the contrast even in the Apocalypse, while the 
churches are rccognisecl of God. There we find saints 
without any self-defence imprisoned and slaughtered 
by the devil (ii, 10), but there is no call for vengeance. 
Antipas is slain fast by Satan's throne, and Christ 
commends the martyr ; but no threat is uttered against 
Satan, or his accomplices of mankind. 

Let us now look a little more particularly at two of 
the messengers of the throne-usually called THE TWO 

WITNESSES. These, it is assumed, are Protestant 
ministers of the Gospel. vVhile such interpretation is 
allowed, it is no wonder that the Apocalypse is ' a 
sealed book.' Is tlHm the spirit of the Two Witnesses 
towards their persecutors that of the Gospel? "Ij 
any wishes to hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their 
mouth, and devoureth their enemies : and ij any 
wishes to hurt them, he nzust in this manner 
be killed:" xi, 5. The commands of Christ under 
the Gospel are jnst the contrast to this. "I say unto 
you, Love your enem.ies, bless them that curse you, do· 
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good to them that hate you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use you, and persecute you : " Matt. v, 44:. 
Conduct like that of the two prophets is snited to the 
Old Testament and the law of Moses : but it is in 
direct opposition to the Gospel. 

Look again : "These (two prophets) have power to 
slzut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy : and they have power over waters to turn 
.tlum into blood, and to smite the earth with all 
_plagues, as aften as they will:" verse 6. 

Now have Protestant ministers such supernatmal 
pmver as this ~ M ight they use it, even if they had 

:,it ~ "".,. oulrl they desire to use it, if they possessed it ~ 
.Is the difficulty overcome, if you say, that the heaven 
-which the Protestant ministers shut from rain is the 
spiritual heaven ? Do Protestant ministers shut the 
spiritual heaven, in order that the Spirit's grace may 
notdeseend on earth, all the 1260 days or 1260 years of 
their ruinistry ~ 

These Two Witnesses resembie greatly, in their 
history, the Lord J esus Christ-the true and faithful 
Witness. For they are slain by crucifixion at J erusalem, 
as our (their) Lord was.* "Their dead bodies shalllie 
in the street of the great city which is being called 
spiritually Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord also 
was crucified." "For it cannot be that a prophet perish 
out of J erusalem." They lie under death three days 
.and a-half ; but unlike their Lord, burial is refused 
them. At the close of the half-week, when corruption 
has seized them, they are raised to life in the sight of 
their foes, and like their Lord, they aseend to heaven in 
a cloud ; only that their aseent is seen, not by friends, 
but by foes. Then follows earthquake : even as earth
quake attended on thc death and resurrection of the 
Lord J esus. But very marked is the ensuing difference. 
While the earthquakes attendant on the Saviour's death 

• ' Thei1· Lord' is the true reading. 
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-and resurrection rent the rocks, they did not, as far as 
we are told, cast down one house of J erusalem, or slay 
one of its iJ!habitants. But w hen these prophets of 
the throne of justice aseend: "The same hour was 
there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the 
city fell, and in the earthquake were slain seven 
thousand men of name[' names of men', margin ], and 
the renmant were a:fl'righted and gave glory to the God 
of the heaven ." Here, then, they not only avenge them
selves, hut God avenges them. Just two areleftalive of 
Old Testament times-Enoch and Elijah. TheRe then 
are the Two Witnesses. And the close of Old Testament 
prophecy promises the second mission of Elijah : 
Mal. iv. 

The miracles of our Lord in the day of mercy were 
in entire contrast to theirs. J esus turned waters, not 
into blood, but into wine ,· in place of smiting Ris 
marderous foes, He hid Himself; He stilled the 
wrecking storm ; instead of sending plagues, He cured 
many of their infirmities and plagues. 

The Two Witnesses in their spirit, miracles, and 
locality, belong to the Old Testament. But in their 
death, resurreetion, and aseent to heaven after death, 
there is the N ew Testament element. For since the 
day of Enoch and Elias, God bas shown Himself as the 
God of resurrection. 

The Two Witnesses is a critical test of any system of 
interpretation of the A pocalypse. None but the true 
view can be made to square with God's account of them. 
Here the Naturalist Interpretation conspicuously fails. 
What is the death of the Witnesses ~ Politica! 
death ! What their resurrection ~ Return to politica[ 
lzje ! vVhat their aseent to heaven in the cloud 1 
(leaving their foes on earth.) Their politica[ elevation! 
With such keys, no wonder that the Apocalypse is a 
closed, sealed book l Are Christians then to seek 
politica[ elevatiotz ? Is it the hope of their calZing 
.to win a peerage ? If so, how strangely Paul mistook 
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his way! Here, then, is a false moral principle, which 
can only pass current among those who own not the 
Christian's heavenly calling. 

ANTICHRIST. 

V ery critica!, in regard of this question, are our views 
of THE ANTICHRIST, THE VYILD BEAST (BYJpwv), and THE 
:MAN OF SIN. The Naturalist Interpretation asserts, 
that the Popes are now fulfilling, or have fulfilled, the 
prophecies concerning this deceiver. The Supernatu
ralist maintains, that they are not either the Antichrist, 
the Wild Beast, or the Man of Sin. 

Here are some of the proofs. J ohn, who alone uses 
the word 'Antichrist,' declares that the Antichrist will 
deny the Father and the Son : 1 J olm ii, 22. The 
Popes on the contrary, holding and teaching the three 
creeds, assert the Godhead of the Father and the Son. 
Tbe spirit of Antichrist was to be known by denying 
that Jesus Christ had come in the fleslz (EÀYJÀv{)ora), 
denying too that He would come again in the flesh 
(EPXDflEJIDv): 2 John 7. Now the Popes in the 
authorized standards of the Romish church, assert~ 
'v~J.at J esus came once in the flesh, and will in it co me 
again to judge. The Popes therefore are not the 
Antichrist. 

But are not the Popes 'the Man of Sin' .'l 2 Thess. 
ii. By no means ! \V e shall have to go more deeply 
into this phase of the question. :First, it is a mistake 
to say, that the Thessalonians 'wrongly anticipated 
the immediate advent of Christ.' Nay, Paul glories 
in their constant expectation of the coming of Christ, 
no antecedent condition of Ris return being named. 
From them sounded out the word of the Lord, and the· 
story went forth without any statement on Panl's part,. 
"how they turned to God from idols, toserve the living 
and true God, and to wait for His Son f1'01n heaven, 
even.fesus:" i, 10. 'Whatreallytroubled them was, the 
assertion deri ved from thrce accordant sourees-but 
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:all of them false-tbat the great and terrible 
"day of the Lord had set in ! "*' What is "the 
day of the Lord" 1 The day when the Lord's anger 
will be ponred out in vengeance on the sin of man 
come to its height. Those living in that day are 
called to howl at the destruction coming from the 
Almighty, and to hide them from llis majesty, when 
He arises to destray the works of man, and to shake 
terribly the earth : Isa. ii, iii ; Joel i, ii; Zeph. i; 
Zech. xiv; Jer. xlvi; Ezek. xxx. 

Paul does not deny the terrors of tbe coming day of 
woe, but he comforts them by the implied promise, that 
befare the day bursts in wrath on the world, the Lord 
would come to gatherthem out of it. " We beseech you, 
brethren, by the conzing (presence) of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gatkering tagether unto Him, 
that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,"
as ij the great and dreadful day of vengeance had 
.already begun. The same thing appears in the 
farmer Epistle. He comforts the sorrowful Christians 
{)f Thessalonica with the tidings, that the Lord H im
self would deseend from on high, and assemble 
tagether His own, whether alive or under death, to 
His own presence in air. "Vlherefore comfort one 
anot!ter with these words:" iv, 17, 18. Then he 
proceeds to tell them of "the day of the Lord." 
"The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night ; for when they shall say ' Pea.ce and safety ! ' 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape ! 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
should m•ertake you as a thief." So tbe day is a 
day of sudden destruction on the world; but not to 

* That the true reading is '' Day of the Lo1·d" in 2 Thess. 
i i, 2, will, I suppose, be admitted. And evEa7"1JIW' refers to 
something already begun, and about to last some time : Rom. 
viii, 38; 1 Cor. iii, 22; vii, 26. So we say, 'Winter has 
set in.' 

c 
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~ome on believers, if they be watchful. Thc prescnce 
of Christ for the comfort of His people, in this 
Epistle, as in the second, precedes the destruction of 
unbelievers in the day of the Lord. So in Matt. xxiv, 
37--42. I agree, then, with Mr. Guinness that while 
some of the church will be caught away to heaven, 
others will be left on earth cluring the great day.* 

No event is gi ven as necessary to preeede the 
coming of ChYist to His people. Rut two things 
ahove, and three below, go before the great day of 
wrath and vengeance on the world. There must be 
( 1) J esus' descent into air ; (2) the aseent of His 
watchful ones to Himself; (3) the removal of the 
Hinderers (ver. 6, 7); (4) the Apostacy; and (5) the 
revelation of the Man of Sin. 

Wh at is "the A postacy" ~ ( 1J ct1rourauw), ver. 3. 
The 1-li::;toric Interpretation assumes, that it is 'corrup
tion of the truth,' such as bas been wrought by the 
Church of Rome. But this is not the sense. The 
covert corn:ption of the truth by Rome, and resistance 
to P.arts of the trnth even by believers, are going on still 
during the day of mercy. Paul says, "The mystery of 
lawlessnf'ss is already at work:" 7. But 'the apostacy,' 
or open outbreak of lawlessness in word and deed, has 
yet to come. Liddell and Scott in their Lexicon say, 
that the Greek word means " Defection, revolt." lts 
cognate vel'b signifies, "To stanel off, away, or aloof 
from, keep far from. '' It snpposes an interval wil
lingly made, generally hetween things previously con
nected. Thus, applied to subjects of a king, it tells of 
their revolt from their previons ruler. A word from 
the same root describes the legal instrument whereby 
husband and wife were separated. Applied to a 
religiou, it ,.;ignifies the entire abandonment of it by 
those who once professed it. (Those who wish to see 

* ~l:'e my tract. Unwatchful beZievers of the Church left 
to the G1·att Tribulation. 
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Greek passages in which its sense appears, can consult 
a collection I have made of them in-The Popes not 
the Man of Sin : pp. 95-108.) Hence the usual 
preposition adjoined with it is, 'from.' At J erusalern 
Paul learns, that it was believed-not that he added 
fresh rommanels to those of Moses-but that he taught 
all "the J ews which were among the Gentiles to 
forsake (apostatize from) M oses, saying that they 
ought not to circumcise their children, nor to walk 
after the cnstoms:" Acts xxi, 21. 8ee also Luke ii, 
37; iv, 13 ; xiti, 27. 

After the throwing off of the Christian reEgion and 
name altogether (which only took place a brief space 
in France at the first French Revolution) comes " the 
revelation of the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition." 
The N atnralist Interpretation speaks of ' the de velop
ment of the M&n of Sin; '--the Scripture never so 
speaks. It speaks of him as one existing in Panl's 
day, now concealed, then to be revealed. He is to be 
above all other men in his impiety, as he will be in 
his just condemnation. For a thousancl years before 
Satan is cast into ' the lake of fire,' this ' Son of Per
dition' is tormenteel there : Rev. xix, 20 ; xx, 10. 

Wherein consists his peculiar sin~ " He opposes 
himself to, ancl exalts bimself above, every (being-) 
named God, or object of worship." Do the Popes do 
so~ The contrary is notorious. Far from opposiug 
themselves to the worship of Mary, they seek to pro
mote it in every way. They present to the adoration 
of 'the pious' new objects of worship by canonization. 
They do not elevate themselves above evcry God as 
sole possessors' of the divine nature. They conlel not 
do so, ancl be Popes. This monster of evil will deny 
and defy even God, seating himself in the temple of 
the true God at J erusalem, ~' as triumphing over Him. 

* ' But there is no such temple at J erusalem now ! ' 
Cannot that which has been more than once pulled down and 
rebuilt, be rebuilt again 1 

c 2 
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'If J ehovah be the true God as He boasts, let Him 
strike me down, while I scat myself on His pre
tended throne ! ' N ow the Popes never took or could 
take such a position. They profess themselves to bc 
'servants of the servants of God.' They derive, as 
they affirm, all their power from .Tesus Christ, through 
one of His apostles. They are 'vicars of Christ,' 
'successors of Peter.' 

Here is one conspicuous failure of the Naturalist 
Interpretation. Mr. Guinness eau say of the Popes 
only-' He was to be an opposer of Christ and His 
laws ! ' p. 165. Does that any way answer to thö 
description of this super-eminent :M:an of Sin? The 
Scripture says-" He is to oppose himself to, and 
exalt himself above, every (being) called God, and 
every object of worship." Have not. multitudes 
'opposed Christ and His laws' already 1 Did not the 
infidels of France, when their cry was-' Crush the 
wretch ! ' This man is to proclaim himself the only, 
the supreme God, and to forbid worship to any but 
himself. Here, and here alone, is his super-eminent 
sin ! 

Such an awful being could not present himself 
during the time of mercy. For God has set on earth. 
two Hinderers during whose presence he cannot 
appear: ver.· 6, 7. 'Who are the Hinderers?' The 
Naturalist Interpretation says-' The Roman emperors. 
Writers of the early church affirmed this.' But early 
and unanimous tradition also asserted the Man of Sin 
to be an individual, and not a series. Did then the 
Roman emperors hinder the elevation of the Popes to 
their lofty pretensions? As far from it as possible! 
The rise of the Popes dates from concessions and gifts 
bestowed on them by Roman emperors ! Constantine 
is quoted as giving the Popes the name of God! 
Theodosius seems to have constituted the Bishops of 
B.ome, judges of the Christian faith. In A.D. 445, the 
emperors Valentinian III., and Thcodosius II., desig-
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nated the Pope, director of universal Christendom. 
"From this time" says Ranke (History of the Popes), 
after reference to Valentinian's decree, " the pown of 
the Roman bishops grew up under proteetion of the 
Roman enzperor himself." Justinian's decree, A.D. 

533, is fixed on by Elliott, as the beginning of the 
1260 years of the Popes' reign! About seventy 
years after, thc cmperor Phocas confirmed the preten
sions of the Popes to be Head of all churches! 
Strauge hinderers thcy ! 

The real Hinderer (ó wnxwv) is the Holy Spirit, and 
the true hindrance (ro 1wnxov) is that body of Christ
the church, which is the Holy Spirit's work. This is 
confirmed both by the apostle's previous Epistle, and by 
this. In the fourth chapter of the First Epistle, we see 
the removal of the church taking place before the day of 
wrath. And in this chapter, saints are to be assem bied 
to Chrüot before the abandonment of Christianity (the 
apostacy) takes place : ver. 1. After the two Hinderers 
are removed, the field is clear to throw off the very 
name of Christ. That, then, is the suited time for 
the Lawless One to make his appearance; because it is the 
time of lawlessness in word and deed. He reigns, till 
Christ, who has mantled Himself in clouds, suddenly 
throws off the covering, and appears in the sky with 
IIis saints and the armies of he:wen. That sight 
(71 t.7rtcpavELa T1Jt;; 1rapovuwç;) strikes the usurper and blas
phemer dumb, and then the breath of Christ's lips in 
wrath consumes him. But till then his preserree among 
men is surrounded by power of every kind, and 
miracles, and prodigies of falsel10od: ver. 9. (Greek.) 
Moreover, he uses all arts of deceit to win the world, 
and succeeds. God senels on tbc rejectors of His Son 
an energy of delusion, so that those who refuse God's 
truth receive 'the lie' of the devil with avidity and 
delight. And the issue is their assurcd and inevitable 
damnation : ver. 10-12. 

N ow, do these notie es of the lVfan of Sin answer to 
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the Popes' bi story ? No ! :For not one of them ever 
wrought a miracle. Nor is the religious system 
enforced by the Popes an unmitigated 'lie,' which 
whosoever receives abandons all the truth of Christ, 
and accepts a system wholly opposed thereto, invalving 
certain damnation. 

THE WILD BEASTS OF REV. XIII. 

vVho is the first vV ild Beast? The N atura1ist In ter
pretation asserts that it is the papal dynasty, or the 
Popes. vVill this consist with the description given in 
Revelation? In chapter xvii a more detailed account 
is given of the Wild Beast. Here it is : "The "rild 
Beast which thou sawest was, and is not, and is about 
to come up out of the bottomless pit, and to go into 
perdition: and they that dweil on the earth shall 
wonder (whose names are not written in the book of 
life from the foundation of the world), when they 
behold the \Vild Beast, because he was, and is not, and 
shall be present :" * xvii, 8 (Greel< ). Critica! Editions. 

Again, these ven heads "are seven kings: the five have 
fallen, the one is, and the other is not yet come, and 
when he cometh he must continue a short space. And 
the \Vild Beast which was, and is not, is both bimself 
the eighth, and is one of the seven, and goeth into 
perdition:" 10, 11. N ow Mr. Guinness confessès, in 
relation to another passage descripti ve of the Antichrist, 
in which the word 'kings' occurs :-

" If the word ' king' bere, necessarily signifies an individual 
monarch, the question is answered : the ten horns must beten 
individual kings, and their cotemporary, the little horn, must 
be an individual also. If this be so the Fnturists are right, 
for since we know ' the man of sin ' is to be in existence at 
the coming of Christ ; it follows, that his career is future, 

* Kat 1rapH-ra1 the true reading. 
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sirree an individual can live only the ordinary life of mortals. 
If, we say again, a ' king' must signify one man, and not a 
race of men, then the whole Protestant system of interpretation 
is erroneous:" * p. 167. (m.i.) 

Then we say the word 'king,' in Rev. xvii, must 
signify an individual. (1) For first, every word is to 
be taken literally: unless absurdity follows ; and here 
no absurdity results. (2) The passage in which the 
word occurs is one in explanation of a mystery ; and 
of course it must be taken Ü1 its simple, ordinary sense. 
" vVhy didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the 
tnystery of the woman, and of the wild. beast that 
carrieth her, vvhich hath the seven heads, and the ten 
horns." (3) The Wild Beast is the antagonist to the 
Lamb; and as the true Christ is an individnal, so the 
rival-Christ, who fights against him, is an individual 
also. ( 4) The Wild Beast is one who has lived on 
earth once, ('he was'), and is no longer found on 
earth ('he is nat'). As he died a wiekeel man, his 
soul is now in "the bottomless pit," unable to come out 
()fit till his time arrives: Rev. xvii, 8. That is not true of 
• :a form of government.' ( 5) After his aseent out of the 
pit and his brief reign, "he goes into perdition." 

• Mr Guinness adds-' If so, then the martyrs were mistaken 
in supposing the popes to be ' Antichrist.' And we reply, 
' 'l'hey were.' He says further, '' 'l'hen moreover the event, 
which the church of the l9th century has to expect, is not the 
speedy corning of Christ, but, as the Futurists assert, the very 
same that the 'l'hessalonians of the first century were directed 
to look for, a p1·io1· advent ancl 1·evelation of AnticMist." 
This is a mistake. Most Futnrists believe, that Christ may 
come at any moment : there is nothing to prevent bis coming 
to-day. If helievers are watchful they shall be caught away 
to the Lord J esus, before even the apostacy takes place, and 
much more before the revelation of Antichrist : Rev iii, 10, 
' Has no part then of the prophecy been fulfilled since the 
day w hen Paul wrote it 1' No, the old spiritual landmarks 
still abide. Why? Because our days, through God's mercy, 
are a part of the day of grace, and of" the things w hich are." 
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" Son of perdition,'' says Paul. N ow that does not. 
apply to the abstraction, 'a form of government.' (6)· 
The restoration of a previous ' form of government ,. 
woulel never cause the worlel so to wonder at the matter, 
that they worship the devil, because he gives his 
king all his power ; and that they worship the vVilu 
Beast, because he possesses that power : xiii, 3, 4. 
Nothing short of the death and resurreetion of a t11.an 

can account for this. (7) Moreover 'a form of 
government' cannot head all the kings of the earth as 
generalissimo in the battle against Christ coming in 
persou: Rev. xix, 19. (8) Kings nowhere, and much 
less in an explanation, mean 'forms of government.' 

It is not necessary to enter minutely into the various 
failmes of the interpretation as tested by the thirteenth 
of Revelation. I will test the whole by the IMAGE and 
the MARK of the vVild Beast. 

These are the grea t practical points of the prophetic 
part of the Apocalypse. Surely, if the truth lies with 
the N aturalists, we shall find them, here at least, of one 
mind. They are as far from it as well may he. Ask Inter
preters of this school, What is ' the Image of the Wild 
Beast ' ~ and you will get for reply, ' the Ecclesiastica1 
Councils owned by Rome,' or 'the Inquisition,' or 'the 
Great Mendicant Orders of Monks,' and so on. 

Enquire again--' V\rhat is the Mark of the Wild 
Beast 1' and you will learn, that it is, (1) 'The 
profession of the faith of Rome,' or (2) ' The cross
markeel in oil on the forehead of those confirmed by 
the Church of Rome,' or (3) 'The use of the Latin 
language in the warship and discipline of Rome.' For 
' Lateinos' makes 666. 

Let us look then at what Scripture says about the 
Image and the Mar!?. 

1. The image is made by men, at the suggestion of 
the secoud Wild Beast, in order to glorify the fh·st. 
Wild Beast, or Sa.tan's king. 

2. After men have made the statue, a spirit is put. 
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into the idol, and it speaks, and demands the death of 
all who willnot worship: Rev. xiii, 14, 15. 

3. To warship the Wild Beast and his image, or to 
receive his mark, is inevitable damnation. They are 
two closely related parts of the same impious religious 
system, which sets aside the worship of Christ. God's 
indignation is so terrible against it, that a special 
"\Varning against this act, and this devotion to the False 
Christ, is given. After taking the mark, or offering 
the worship, there is no repentance. During this life 
the worshippers have no rest, day or night; and after 
it, they shall he tormented, and the smoke of their 
torment go up for ever and ever : Rev. xiv, 9, 11. 

4. Some are sla in, because they refuse thus to mark. 
themselves, and these are seen as a trinmpbant company 
raised from the dead, and are set before God in heaven 
as having refused the worship and the mark: 
Rev. xv. 2. 

5. On the men who worship the image and possess 
the mark imprinteel on forehead or hand, God senels 
in wrath a painful and noisome ulcer, at the first vial: 
xvi, 2. But the cleluded ones do not repent, and turn 
to the true Christ ; though their God is unable to 
deliver them from this plagne. They only curse the 
God who senels it : I 0, 11. 

6. The menwhohave so devoted themselves to the 
False Christ, throngh the miracles which the False 
Prophet works in order to deceive them, are found in 
battle array against Christ at his coming, and slain : 
xix, 20, 21. 

7. Lastly, those who refuse warship to the idol, and 
to devote themselves to the False Christ by means of 
the mark, live and reign with Christ the thousand 
years of bliss : xx, 4-6. The true Christ rewards the 
one class, and pours vengeance on the other. 

N ow, is there any absurdity in supposing the image 
a literal idol, and the mark a visible mark in the fiesh 1 
Did not Israel at Sinaï offend by the material image of 

c3 
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a calf set up for worship ? And as God of old set a 
visible mark on the flesh of his people) may not Satan 
in his day compel the lost thus to devote themselves 
visibly to a false god~ 

Here, then, the question is brought to a very simple 
issue. I address myself to Naturalist Interpreters : 
'Brethren, you have learned that the image is the 
Popes, or something belonging to them ; and that the 
1nark is the cross in oil on the forehead, or something 
similar. Now why do you not carry out your duty ~ 
You have learned that the use of the Latin language 
in warship is a damnation from which there is no 
escape: Rev. xiv, 9-11. That on it God has sent in 
wrath a peculiar ulcer at the first vial. Why then do 
you not lift up your voice in loudest warning against 
entering this thickly-trodden path to perdition ~ Why 
not advertise men of the danger of teaching Latin to 
children, seeing it is the way to the fiereest hell ~ Why 
do you not tell the clergy, that the sign of the 0ross on 
the forehead in oil or water is the sign, not of salvation, 
but of damnation ~ ' 

It can only be, I suppose: because you do notbelieve 
your own interpretation ! You dare not carry out your· 
views to their legitimate Scripture-taught result. You 
know that no ulcer has visited, or now visits, those 
marked with the cross on the forehead, or as the 
consequence of using Latin in worship. That is, the 
whole interpretation when brought to a practical test, 
collapses, and is proved false ! 

Now what is the root of the error here 1 It is, that 
you have taken truths which belong to the coming day 
of wrath, and have applied them to the Gospel day of 
mercy. In this day they are false; neither the False 
Christ, the False Prophet, the Image, or the :Mark have 
appeared. 

Let me ask, then, Does the church still exist, and 
is it owned b~v Clzrist? (1) If it does, Satan is still 
in heaven, and has not been cast out from it. It is 
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still the throne of grace, and that bears with both 
Satan and his kingdom in patience, till the throne of 
justice is set. (2) If on the other hand, Satan has 
been cast out of heaven into earth, it is because the 
throne of grace is removed, and the churches are no 
longer owned of God. Then, for Christians and 
ministers to be proclaiming that it is the day of grace, 
and that we are with boldness to draw near to the 
throne of grace, is falsehood! Look to it, brethren ! 

Look at the course of events detailed in H.ev. xii, 
:xiii ! The sun-clothed VV oman, a bout to give birth to 
a son, is watched by the Dragon with a view to devour 
her Child as soon as born. For he is jealous of this 
child, because he is destined to wrest the sovereignty 
over the nations out of the hand of Satan: xii, 9 ; 
xx, 3. The mystic Child nevertheless is born, and 
caught up to God's throne. Thereon ensues war 
between the defenders of the Child, who introduce it 
to heaven and to God's throne-and the host of Satan 
who attempt to keep it out of heaven, where Satan 
ancl bis angels have hitherto been al1owed. The battle 
is lost, and Satan and bis angels are cast by power 
out of heaven into earth. That is eifected but 
"a short time" before Satan's incareeratio u in the 
bottomless pit. This ejection of the devil, then, 
cannot yet have taken place. For after it he has only 
1260 days respite, and those persecutod by him have 
to endme only 1260 days' exile : xii, 14 ; xiii, 5. 
Make it years if you will, though that were no 'short 
time,' ancl then say, what eventin fulfilment occurred in 
A.D. 619, which was the devil's ejeetion out of heaven 
into earth. Tell us too, what then was the birth and 
aseent of the Child 1 We learn from the words of joy 
in heaven over the aseeneled Child, that up to that 
aseent Satan was accusing Christians before God, and 
that this mystic Chilcl is acompany of conquerors through 
the atonement of Christ, and through their true testi
mony of word and life for Him : 10, 11. Has there 
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been ::my resurrection and aseent of any Christian 
martyrs to God, since J esus went up 7 If not, Satan 
is not yet cast out of heaven. He will not deliver 
battle, save as a last resource, when his possessions are 
invaded, and his rule over the nations is imperilled 
by this rival sovereign. 

If Satan is already cast out of heaven, the churches 
have ceased to exist.. For it is one of the great cha
racteristics of the Church's calling, to war against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, and his wiekeel 
spirits in heaven : Eph. vi, 10-16. But if Satan 
and his angels are no longer in heaven, the spirit-fight 
above has ceased. Then has come joy to heaven, and 
to the victorious company who have conquered their 
foe, and dweil above ; while woe has settled on the 
earth, more terrible than ever has befallen it, because 
of the devil's lost battle and his rage: ver. 13. 

The result of that ejection is his bestirring bimself 
to set up bis kingdom of the 1260 days. He calls up 
out of the bottomless pit his King and his Fa1se 
Prophet. And then comes the last deadly struggle of 
Satan and man against God and His Christ. 

(1) If Satan is nat yet cast out of beaven, then the 
Chilcl has not ascended, nor has the vVoman fied into 
the wilderness, nor has either of the Wild Beasts 
appeared. lt is still the day of grace, the throne of 
grace, and all tlze Historie Interpretatzon of tlze prophetic 
part of Revelation is false. 

(2) If Satan was cast out of heaven at Christ's 
ascent, or at Coustantine's edict, or at almost any other 
past date you may fix on, his time of power and 
earth's time of pre·eminent woe has notbeen "short." 
God has from that day set aside the churches as His 
witness ; the throne of God's judgment has long been 
set, ancl it is sinful in ministers to proclaim that this, 
the day of chief sin on man's part, and of chief wrath 
~n God's, is "the acceptcel time, and the day of 
salvation." 
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(3) Moreover, Satan's king, in reigning 1260 years, 
has reigned 260 years longer than God's Christ. 
Finally, Christ has not kept His watchful ones out of 
the temptation, as He promised: iii, 10. 

In sltOrt, the Naturalist Interpretation sins agaimt 
God' s trutlz, in tlzat it teacltes over agaz'lz in principle 
the very error wludz tlze Holy Spirit exposed in 
2 Thess. ii. 

That error, taught by the spirit of falsehood, was
tbat ' the day of grace 1vas 07Jer, and the great and 
terrible day of the Lord's wratlz lzad set in.' 

But this error is tauglzt by the Naturalist Interpre
tatzon. It declares, tb at ' the falling away' from the 
faith has come ages ago. The hindering emperors 
have long been remO\'ed. The Man of Sin has for 
ages been revealed. His image has been set up, his 
mark has been imprinteel on inen; and the vials of 
God's wrath on him ancl his worship have for ages 
been poured out. 

0 then, the great and terrible " Day of the Lord " 
has been oppressing on the world for ages ; yet the 
results are neither great nor terrible ! Some are even 
dreaming of a millennium begun. Multitudes of eh urehes 
and pastors are declaring, tbat it is the day, not of 
destruction, but of salvation I 

Turn which way you will, the Naturalist Interpreta
tion fails. It cannot admit the numerous Scripture 
testimonies of miracles about to come, both from 
Satan, and from Christ. They woulel overturn its 
naturalism. Hence it is o bliged to shuffle past the 
Witnesses, or to interpret them of natural political 
events. The Two Vlitnesses work miracles of judg
ment of several kinds : xi. ' 0 those are Christian 
ministers preaching the Gospel of peace, and doing no 
miracle ! ' They are slain, lie as corpses, in the street, 
and ascend, as did their Lord, in a cloud. That is only 
politica! elevation of Protestants to equality with 
Romanists in the worlcl's good things ! 'The child is 
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born, and caught up to Gocl's throne.' That is only 
sorne other natural e\·ent. 'The two \V1ld Beasts work 
miracles, yea great ones.' That, too, is set aside as 
merely pretences of miracle. The three spirits of evil 
at the sixth vial (which has been long ponreel out), 
work mimeles with a view to gather men to battle 
against Christ : xvi, 13, 14. Those, too, must be some 
other natural events. 

How then does miracle co me in at the close 1 \i\That 
room is left it in any testimony given of God 1 

Six trumpets have been blown, yet none has heard 
the sound ! The seventh, however, is toutter so terrific· 
a blast, that all men are to hear it, and the dead to 
a wake ! Whence comes that surprising difference? 

You as pre-millennialists accept the two resurreetions 
of 1-îev. xx as literal and t.rne ones. How can you? 
Y ou have cut the ground from under your feet! If 
the Two Witnesses have not arisen, save by a fignrative 
and politica! resurrection, how do you establish the 
literality of the resurrection of the martyrs and others 
in Hev. xx 1 If the aseent of the False Christ out of 
the bottomless pit is not really a resurrcction, but only 
some secular change, how can you hold, as literal, the 
exit of souls of the dead from Hadees, to be judged 
before the Great Wh i te Throne 1 The intidel will not 
be slow to use against you the tools which you have 
been employing against mimeles to come. If the 
dcath, resurrection, and ascension of the Two \i\Titnesses 
be not real and literal, but only symbolic and politica!, 
confess that the death, resurrection, and ascension of 
the Lord J esns was only something symbolic and 
political. From the effect of your interpretation I am 
sure you can contrive no real escape! 

For according to t.he mind of God there are TWO 

DAYS of opposite principles. There is the day of grace, 
of patience, and mercy on God's part. This was fore
told by Isaiah, as " tlte acceptable year of the Lord :" 
l~a. lxi, 2. Immediately a.fter it comes, in the same 
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verse, "tlze day of vmgea11ce of our God." J esus in-
sisted on the opening fulfilment of the first of these in 
His sermon at Nazareth; when full of the Spirit of God 
as the dove, He proclaimed the forgiveness of sins. The 
church is placed by God in this day of mercy to the 
world. "To you is tlte word of tlzis salvaNon sent." "I 
have set thee (Jesus) to be a light of the world, that 
thou shouldest be for salvation to the ends of the 
earth:" Acts xiii, 26, 4 7. " Tlze salvation of God is
sent unto the Gentiles, and they will hear it : " Acts 
xxviii, 28. The salutation of the epistles to the 
churches is, " Grace and peace from God our Fatlzer,. 
and from the I .. ord J esus Christ." This stands in 
contrast to the day of ;ustice, of battle, and of destruction, 
which is to follow after this Gospel Day. Of notices 
of that awfnl coming day, the prophets are full. " The 
great day of tlze Lord i's near. That day is a day of 
wrath, of trouble, and of distress, a day of wasteness 
and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a 
day of clouels and thiek darkness, a day of the trnmpet 
and alarm against the feneed cities, and against the high 
towers. And I will bring elistress upon men, that 
they shall walk like blind men, because tlzey have 
sz"nned agaimt the Lord: and their blood shall be 
poured out as dust, and their flesh as dung. N either 
their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them 
in tlze day of tlze Lord's wratlz ,· but the whole land 
(earth) shall be devoured by the fire of Ris jealousy: 
for He shall make even a speedy riddance of them that 
dwell in the land (earth) :" Zeph. i, 14-18. "Howl ye; 
for the day of tlze Lord is at hand ; it shall come as a 
destruction from tlze Almighty. Therefore shall all 
hands be faint, and every rnan's heart shall melt: and 
they shall be afraid : pangs and sorrows shall take hold 
of t.hem ; they shall be in pain as a woman that 
travaileth : they shall be amazed one at another ; their· 
faces shall be as flames. Behold, the day of tlze Lord 
cometlz, crue! both wz"tlz wrath and jierce anger, to lay-
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!he land ( eartlt) desolate : and he shall destJ'oy the 
-sinners tlzereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and 
the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the 
sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon 
shallnot cause her light to shine . And I wil! punislz 
lhe world for their ez;z"l, and the wiekeel for their 
iniquity ; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud 
to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the 
.terrible : " Isa. xiii, 6-11. 

The N ew Testament is a witness of the same two 
.d.ays. "Despisest thou t!ze ricltes of ltz"s goodness and 
forbearance and longsuffering ; not knowing that the 
goodness of God is teading thee to repentance? But after 
(according to) thy hardness and impenitent heart 
treasurest unto thyself wratlz against tlze day of 11.1rath 
and of revelation of tlze rig!tteozts juagment of God,· who 
will render to every man according to his deeds:" 
Rom. ii, 4, 6. See also Rev. xi, 17, 18 ; and xv, xvi; 
1 Thess. v, 1, 3. 

The Church, as especially the product of God's grace 
in "the day of salvation," is to bear witness to the 
world of the goodness of God in the forgiveness of 
sim;. " All that eaU on the name of the Lord J esus 
:are saved :" Acts ii, 21 ; Rom. x, 13. It bas its 
standing of acceptance befare God, because the throne 
whereto it draws nigh is " tlze t!zrone of grace:" Heb. 
iv, 16. This dispenses mercy and grace to help. More
over, the Holy Spirit has been Rent down from heaven 
.as "THE SPIRIT OF GRACE :" Heb. x, 29. J esus, as 
our High Priest, maintains our standing befare this 
throne, and "we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the ( coming) 
glory of God: " Rom. v. He nee it is ex peeteel of the Lord, 
that. the saved of the Church should testify to God's 
present grace by proclamation óf mercy to the world. 
Also, that as they stand themselves in mercy, they should 
in their conduct to the world, and to their brethren, 
-exhibit the spirit of mercy. The awful result of the 
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contrary conduct is shown in the parabie of the U n-
merciful Servant: Matt. xviii. Forgiven himself, he 
refuses to forgive bis fellow-servant: whereupon his 
debt is thrown back upon his shoulders, and is exacted 
by his master. 

As long, then, as the throne of grace stands, the 
churches of God, in spite of their failures, are re
cognized befare God ; and conversely, as long as the 
churches are recögnized of God, the throne of grace is 
standing. Hence the Holy Spirit, by Paul, rebukes the 
contrary error, which had burst out among the 
Christians of Thessalonica. Among them the cry had 
sprung up (2 Thess., i, ii), 'The great and terrible day 
of the Lord's judgment has begun ! ' ~· Th is error, w hich 
is in principle that of the HistorieNaturalist Interpreta
tion, and the terror among helievers which it wrought, 
is rebuked by Paul in this way. 

He beseeches them, in consideration of the Lord's 
descent from heaven, in order to gather to Himself the 
watchful ones of Ris church befare the day of sin and 
woe sets in, not to be soon scared out of their senses, by 
apprehension of the real terrors of that day. Tlzat day 
of judgmmt and wrat ft cannot come til! the ·wickedness 
of the world has arrived to its hezght, and tillnatz"ons have 
slzaken off even tlze name o.f Christ (' the falling away,•· 
or 'apostacy '). At present, during the time of the 
Church, lawlessness is working in secret (v. 7), but. 
there are two hindrances: (1) The Spirit of God, and_ 
(2) the Church of God, which is Ris work (v. 6, 7),_ 
But when the Spirit of God withdraws, and those who 
are watchful are caught away, then comes the world's 
darkest and most sinful perioL1. For the disciples of 
Christ, until they have lost their savour, are the 
world's salt and light: Matt. v, 13-16. And ::;o long, 

* 'rhe true reading and translation of 2 Thess. ii, 2, is
" As that the day of the Lord has set in." 
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:.as they are on earth, the great outburst of lawlessness 
in utter abandonment of Christianity cannot come, 
.nor can the Lawless One, who is the heading up of the 
whole, make his appearance. When God's Christ and 
His saving truth have publicly been refused, then will 

·Come the open field for the False Christ ; and bis 
.deadly energy will be baclced by all Satan's power, and 
, delusion from on high ; and will enchain for perdition 
those who have rejected God's truth, to accept with all 
their heart the devil's lie. 

If any Ï!l August should say-' The winter has 
set in '-it would be open to reply-' Winter cannot 
set in, till the harvest is reaped and stacked.' So 
may we answer any who should affirm that the 
present day is the day of wrath and woe-' It is not 
so; for none of the Lord's first-fruits or harvest 
have been reaped.' N ow tP,e Naturalist Interpretation 
asserts in principle this error, because it declares that 
God's time of highest wrath is now. For according to it, 
we are living under the vials of the great and terrible 
Day of the Lord. 

The setting up of the throne of judgment in Rev. iv 
shows, that tlze Church's standing as before God is ended. 
The Church's testimony is-that 'it is now the day o.f 
grace.' But if the throne of God be the throne o.f 
judgment, the da;' o.f justice bas set in, and it is false to 
describe the day as the day of mercy. If it be not the 
.day of mercy from God, disciples are not bound to 
suffer patiently the persecution of the wiekeel : 
Rev. ii, iii. 

vVhich then of the two days is it now ? vVhich of 
the two thrones of God is now set ? 

This is easily known by inquü·ing-' Is God re
cognizing any assemblies as His churches and ebilelren 
of Ris grace ~ Is the Gospel of God's grace being now 
rightly testified ~ Is it "now the accepted time, the 
day o.f salvatzon" ? If so, the throne of judgment is 
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not set, nor the day of <lestruction begun, nor the 
prophetic part of Revelation begun.' Is this "the 
great and terrible Day of the Lord," when men are to 
bowl and to hide themselves, because of the Lord's 
inclignation ~ Isa. ii, xiii. Certainly not ! 

The setting up of the throne of judgment does 
not cause the whole Church to be at once wholly 
·Caught up to God, because not every heliever is 
ready, or will be " accounted worthy to escape the 
things that are coming to pass:" Lukc xxi, 36. 
But at once it sets the church aside from being God's 
witness of mercy on earth. It is disqualified thereby 
as a witness, morally and spiritually. And instead 
of the clzurclz, Israel, which is the witness of the 
justice of the lVr ost High, steps into her place. The 
church as such is seen no more, neither directly, 
nor symbolically, after chapter iii. But those of 
God's wortbies of Israel who are fom1d on earth 
during the day of judgment are scparateel from 
the men who have to suffer because of sins : Rev. 
vii, 3. 

Mr. Guinness' and other Naturalist Interpretations 
are full of confusion, because they own not the three 
great spheres in which God is :vorking now : (1) "The 
J ews, (2) the Gentiles, and (3) the Church of God:" 
1 Cor. x, 32. 

The sixth Seal seems to give the visible limit of the 
day of Gospel mercy. This I gather from Peter's 
sermon at Pentecost. He quotes from J oei a promise 
of the outponring of the prophetic spirit upon Israel's 
sons and daughters, arld also upon God's servants and 
handmaids : Acts i i, 17. He then cites still further: 
"And I will show wondtrs in the lzeaven aboz;e, and 
sigm; on the earth beneath _; blood, and fi.re, and vapour 
of smoke: Tlze su;z slzall be turned into darkness, and 
tlze moon into blood, before tlze great and awful day o.f 
the Lord come.'' This scene takes place at the sixth 
Seal; and men are terrifled thereby: Rev. vi. But 
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note, there are tu'o such obscurations of the ~n and 
moon : one bifore the great and terrible day ; and the 
other "in those days, after that tribulation : " Mark 
xiii, 24; Matt. xxiv, 20. The one defined by Joel, and 
notecl by Peter is to occur bifore the terrible day has 
come on the men of earth. Peter then adels-also 
from Joel-" Ancl it shall co me to pass, that whosoez;er 
slzall cal! on the name of the Lord slzall be saved." 
During these "last days" then, ancl up to that wonder 
in the heavens, ali callers on the name of the Lord 
,J esus shall be saved. Aft er that sign offerecl to the men 
of earth, the terrible day has begun. The kings of the 
earth and its inhabitants gencrally, as seen in the 
sixth Seal, are condemned. :For they are not callers on 
the name of the Lord, nor savecl. They are not 
reconciled to God through the La mb, but fear His wrath; 
ancl they arelefton earth to the j udgments w hich follow: 
Rev. viii, ix. Hence too \Ve are shown in the next 
chapter of Revelation, God's two peoples. 

I. 'The callers on the name of the Lord ' are shown us, 
an innumerable multitude out of all nations, who have 
washeel their robes in the blood of the Lamb, and so 
are able, not only to r:;tand before God, but even to be 
His kings and priests in. the heavenly temple. They are 
;, saved :" their salvation is complete in resurrection, 
and they are arrived at its place in heaven. 

II. The first-fruits of Go<l's other people IsRAEL, Ris 
people of the earth, arealso shown us, in the 144,000 out 
of every one of the twelve tribes. They are left on the 
earth during the time of judgmept, and hence they are 
to be distinguished by a visible mark from those on 
whom the plagnes of God are to fall. The Great 
Multitude is the haevest of earth won during 'the day 
of grace,' and their assembly on high is a witness that, 
tlzat day of mercy is over. Their day of great 
trouble lasted all through the dispensation of mercy. 
Israel's day of great trouble has still to begin. Says 
J esus to the watchful of Ris church, " Because thou 
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hast k(:!pt the word of my patience, I also 'Wil! keep thee 
out of tlze hour of temptafion that is aboztf to co11ze on 
all tlze habitable eartlt to try tlze dweilers on the eartlz:" 
Rev. iii, 10. Those caught up to the throne of God 
feel neither the temptations nor the woes that assail 
the earth. 

With these truths before us, how can the Naturalist 
Interpretation assert, with any appearance of support 
from Scripture, that we are livi11g under t!te Vials ? 

What! Is it tlze day of God's wrath? Is men's 
sin at its height? And are the fiereest of God's woes 
already ponred out on men ? Ras the :False Christ 
~ome? denying both the :Father and the Son? denying 
that J esus Christ has come in the flesh? -K· If he is 
~ome, what is his mark set upon his adherents? 

How can God's wrath ancl man's sin be at their 
height if God is still owning the churches of Christ? 
How, if 'Wrat!t of God is come in its .fubzess, are 
preachers asserting that it is the Gospel day of grace? 
If the vials are being poured out, the Most High is so 
wroth, that there is no entrance to Him, and no prayer 
can be accepted. The smoke of Ris indignation 
designedly keeps out all access to Ris presence : Rev. 
xv, 8. Or is Christ still the intercessory priest before 
the throne of grace? Is God now a venging the blood of 
the martyrs? Is He giving the men of earth blood to 
d1·ink, because they have shed the blood of Ris ~:;aints? 
Is He scorehing them with His SUil ? Is He torment
ing the :False Christ's warshippers with ulcers, whose 
pain is so severe that they bite their tongnes through 
the agony? Are they cursing God because of it 1 
Are miracles being wrought by evil spirits to gather 
men to fight against God and Ris Christ, under the 

* Those who would see the fuller proofs, that the Popés are 
not the Man of Sin and the False Christ, are referred to my 
works-The Popes not the Man of Sin; and to my contro
versy with Mr. Nangle-The Man of Sin~ ~IJho is he? 
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bannArs of the False Christ, and his great coadjutor, 
the False Prophet ? 

Here there can be no mistake ! N either physicaJly 
nor spiritually are these things . true! The churches 
of God are still owned. Christ is still the inter
cessory Priest ; th0 Holy Spirit is still on earth: 
Therefore the False Christ is not come ; and till he 
has come, his mark cannot be set on any. The 
Hinderers are both on earth. The church as salt, and 
light, prevents the sin and its consequent woe, which 
are bere depicted. The first-fruits of the wheat-field 
are not yet cut or carried to the temple above. 

III. Another objection, also fatal to the Naturalist, 
or Allegorie Interpretation is, that it throws 
Old Te~tament prophecy out of its place and use. 
Old Testament prophecy is engaged with the future of 
the Je7.os, their day of unbelief in their return to their 
own land ; the extremity of their wickedness, and the 
awful judgments with which the Lord will visit them. 
But the Allegorie Interpretation sees in the twel ve 
tribes of Israel only the Church (Rev. vii). 

(1) Read the plague of Locztsts (Rev. ix) as literal, and 
at once we see, that Joel foretells the sa me supernatmal 
plague. But Joel cannot be made to square with the 
wars of the Saraeens, ancl the history of Enrope. Joel is 
occupied with Israel, the rebuilt temple, and its sacri
/ices: Joel ii, 15-17. And he promises u pon Israel's 
repentance, the coming of the glorious millennia! clay. 
(2) Take literally the third trumpet, and the embittet~
iug of t.he waters of earth, and at once we see that the 
same thing is predieteel in the prophets, as about to 
visit Israel : Jer. ix, 15 ; xxiii, 15 ; I sa. xxiv, 9. 
But the Naturalist Interpretation ignoring Israel, 
l)oth in its past history ancl its future, throws the 
Church out of its place. 'vVaters of gall' once 
troubled Israel, when led through the desert under 
Moses : Ex xv, 23-26. But on that occasion the 
Lord healed the bitter waters hy the tree which He 
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showed to Moses. Here, in the clay of wrath, the
unhEt,alecl bitter waters kill many : Rev. viii, 11. In 
the day of mercy, J esus turns 'Water into 'lf'ine · 
literally. In the coming day of judgment on living 
men, water will be turned, first into bitterness, and 
then into blood : viii, 11 ; xvi, 4-7. 

If the Revelation is a continuons history of 'the 
church' or Christendom, then it is to he interpreteel 
by profane history, whose facts have fulfilled it; ancl 
as miracle has not steppeel in since the day of the· 
apostle J ohn, the plagnes of the Apocalypse cam1ot be-· 
supernaturally or literally taken, for if so taken they 
predict miraclé. In short, we may say, that the· 
Naturalist Interpretation has sprung out of unbelifj. 
It refuses to own, that miracle is about continuously to
interfere in judgment with the course of this 
presen't unbelieving world. How woulel J olm the 
apostle understand the turning of waters into gall, and 
into blood? How do we understand, ' the vinegar· 
mingled with gall,' which was given to J esus to drink? 
Psa. lxix, 21, 22. And is it not written, that God in 
the clay of justice will requite each according to his 
work1 

If, then, the principle of Interpretation he the 
Allegorie, the Apocalypse in its plagnes is non-miracu
lous, ancl its many judginents mean only wars. But if 
it really prediets miracnlous plagues, it cannot have 
been fulfilled in the past, and can only be accomplished 
in the future. If its plagnes be miraculous, sent from 
the throne of the justice of God, then they cannot 
have been fulfilled in the day of mercy, in which God 
has set 'the church.' 

DANIEL. 

The Book of Revelation has iudeed its corresponcl
ences, as Mr. Guinness believes, with DanieL But 
Daniel is occupied with the fortunes of Israel, and the 
Allegorie Interpretation practically ignores IsraeL 
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Daniel is a sealed book until the time of the end. The 
Apocalypso on the contrary, is by God's express 

.command, tzot sealed. 
The Apocalypso foretells the day of trouble as it 

affects men in generaL Daniel foretells the same day 
-of great trou ble, as it affects Israel. If the N atnralist 
Interpretation be the true, the day of greatest trouble 
.is almost past, and the J ews are not stricken by it. 
The Book of Daniel foretells the day of woe, as affect
ing J erusalem, thc temple at J erusalem, and its sacrifices: 
Dan. viii, 9-14; ix, 24-27. The Apocalypse 
instracts us also concerning the woes about to fall on 
J erusalem and its temple during " the times of the 
Gentiles," or the forty-two months . .;.:. The Allegorie 
Interpretation supposes all to be fulfilled without re
ference to J erusalem or to its temple; which temple has 
no existence during the times of the church. If Daniel 
be in close correspondence with Hevelation, it is because 
the prophetic parts of the Apocalypse and of Daniel 
treat of Israel. But if the Israel of the Apocalypse be 
the literal Israel, the interpreting it of the church is 
unlawful. 

Shall I glance at the correspondence between Daniel 
and the Apocalypso ~ 

1. In the second chapter of Daniel we have the 
coming kingdom of glory putting down the kingdoms 
of earth: chap. ii. 

2. The third chapter runs parallel with the prophecy 
of the Great Image, its warshippers on the one hand, 
and its refusers on the other : Hev. xiii-xvi. 

3. In chapter fonr we have the Wild-Beast-king, 
and his restoration on repentance. In Rev. xiii we 
have the blaspheming \Vild-Beast-king (8qpwY). But 
he is not restored, for he does not repent. 

* "The times of the Gentïles," are frequently taken to 
signify the times since Israel's casting ofi'. But this is not 
proved. That the phrase may refer to Rev. xi, 2, and be 
future in its application, is evident on its face. 
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4. In the fifth of Daniel wc sec the Lawless One struck 
J)Owerless, when his sin is come to the full. This is 
foretold in direct prophecy by Paul in 2 Thess. ii, and 
by John in Hev. xix. 

5. In thc sixth of Daniel the penalty of prayer to the 
trne God is death uy the wild beasts. In Hev. xiii 
the service of the truc God exposes to death by the 
two m vstic vV ild Bcasts of Rev. xiii. 

6. l~he seventh of Daniel sets before us the four 
empireH of earth, as seen by the enlightened eye of the 
prophet. The last king of the fourth empire is beheld 
impiously rising in blasphemy against God, and in 
murder against His people, till he is put down by 
Christ's appearing in pcrson, and by His bestov>ing the 
kingdom onHis saints. This answers to Hev. xix, xx. 

7. TlJe Little Horn of Daniel viii is either the :False 
Christ or the J?alse Prophet of Rev. xiii. 

8. The ninth of Daniel gives the prophet's praycr 
for J erusalem ancl its temple, and the answer of tbc 
Most High. The falsc Messiah is slain. He breaks 
his eove11ant in tlw half-week. This is in close con
tact with llev. xiii, :3, and xi, 7-19. 

The three last chapters of Daniel give us the Great 
False Christ, the Jewish apostatos who go over to him, 
the cutting off of both, and the resurrection. This is 
in clo~e aweement with Ismel's attitude in Rcvelation, 
and \Vith the bliss which follows on the destruction of 
the False Christ. 

PROPHECY ON ÜLIYE'l'. MATT. XXIII-XXV. 

But the Saviour's prophecy on Olivet is in yet 
nearer parallelism with Rcvelation : Matt. xxiii--xxv. 
Both treat of the Savionr's personal return, ancl of the 
events intermediate between His departure and return. 
In it the J ews, J erusalem, and the temple are 
prominent. 

D 
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The SaYiour foretells that propitets are again to be 
sent to Israel, and to J erusalem, and that some of these 
will be crucijied, as He was: Matt. xxiii, 29--36. 
The same thing, if taken literally, is foretold of the Two 
PROPHETS of Rev. xi. "\Vhen that has taken place, 
our Lord affirms, that vengeance for the blood of all 
the holy martyrs of former days will be exacted of tho 
men of that day. In full agreement with this are the 
fifth seal, the vengeance of the earthquake that follows 
on the ascension of the two prophet-witnesses, and the 
outponring of the vials of wrath in Revelation xvi. 

J erusalem shall be the especial centre of the ven
geance, because it has been ever the city that slays the 
messengers of God. This was foretold by our Lord on 
several occasions ; in the parabie of the vVicked 
Husbandmen, in that of the Wedding Garmmt, and 
in the close of the twenty-third chapter of Matthew. 
In the Weddi11g Gar1izmt, our present day of God's 
patience appears as the time of sending messengers to 
gather in guests, who shall fill up the places of the 
refusers of the king's feast. Till the guests are com
plete, the feast cannot begin. Nor does the king co me 
in to view the guests and to cast out the unfit, till that 
work is over : Matt. xxii, 1 0, 11. Here we have the 
same distinction between the day of present mercy, 
and the day of future justice, which has been so much 
insisted on as fundamentaL 

Will the reader just follow vvith his eye in the 
Gospel of lVIatthew, the scenes w hich Christ presents after 
the parabic of the Wedding Garment 1 The Pharisees 
are left during the time of God's mercy, to pay their 
dues to God., and to Cmsar; while the Saviour pays 
the dues of His disciples: Matt. xxii, 15-22; 
xvii, 24-27. 

Resurrection shall come to pass by the power of 
God, and according to His declarations, in spite of the 
unbelief of men, and the allegeel absurdities and impos
.sibilities which eneurnher it : Matt. xxii, 23--32. It 
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was God's counsel from the first, as Jlis promises to 
the -patriarchs bear witness. For the promises of the 
enjoyment of the land of Palestine cannot be fulfilled 
to Akaham, Isaac, and Jacob, while they are naked 
spirits tarrying in the place of the dead. 

J esus must reign as the Christ, not only awhile as 
the Son of David, but eternally too as also the Son of 
God. It is in His quality as Son of man and Son of 
God, that He takes the kingdom in millennia} days : 
Hev. xx, 4-6; Matt. xxii, 41-46. 

In our Lord's farewell discourse, the J ews, the 
temple, and J erusalem, are the prominent objects of 
prophecy. So, then, Israel in the Apocalypse is the 
literal Israel, as truly as J esus in prophecy is the literal 
J esus w ho is coming to reign. 

While the Roman destruction of J erusalem has 
given a sketch of what shall come to pass in days yet 
future, it has not fulfilled much of what our Lord then 
predicted. ( 1) No prophets were then crucified at 
J erusalem : Matt. xxiii, 34. (2) Vengeance therefore 
for the martyrs' blood is yet future : 35. (3) The 
Gospel of t!te kmgdom had not then been proclairned, 
nor ha~ it been up to this day proclaimcel in all t!te 
'ZfJor!d: xxiv, 14. ·what is now preached by mission
aries is "the Gospel of the grace of God,"-::- or the 
good news of J esus slain and risen, and the pardon of 
sin during the day of mercy. \Vhat has yet to be 
proclaimed by J ewish missionaries to all nations is the 
good news of Christ's coming persotzally to reig?Z over 
Israel a11d the world; and to put down iniquity by 
justice. ( 4) The prophecy concerning the "abomina
tion" (idol) that makes desolate has never yet been 
fulfilled, for the lifting up of that on the temple is to 
be the sign to our Lord's Tsraelite disciples for 
instant and headlong flight: xxiv, 15-20. But 

;o Acts xx, 24 . 
D2 
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when the Romans advanccel thcir eagles to the temple 
gate and saerificed to thcm, flight was impossible; the 
city was taken. ~ or were thcrc any Cbristians to fly 
from the city. They had all oscapecl to Pella, ere 
those elismal clays. 

(5) The Roman clestruction of Jerusalem was not 
the day of greatest trouble ever to bc. T!zat cannot come 
till the sin of man at its height has roused the wrat!t 
of God to its height. Nor, if every soul that 
fought at J erusalem under Titus had been cut of!', 
woulel it be true, that no "flesh woulel be sa veel." 
(6) Nor were t!zere t!tm any false Christs a!ld false 
prop/tets, s!to?oing any sign or 7M1lder, muc!t less 
great signs and 7R.JOtzders. Nor in that clay were tb ere 
any elect to be deceived by them in Jerusalem. (7) 
Nor af ter tbe day of tbat great trou ble we re tbe 
heavenly boclies strick:en (ver~ 2ü). (8) lVInoh less did 
Jesus tben appearin thc clouds(ver. 30). Nor did He 
then gather to Him Ris J ewish elect, witb sound of 
trumpet (ver. 31). Confer Deut. xxx, 1-7; Isa. 
1xv, 9, 2:!. 

OurssroNs OF lVIn. GurNNEss. 

Wbat then has the Litoral Interpretation to allego 
in its hebalf? lVIr. Guinness bas not clone his 
opponents justice ; very far from it. He has maskecl 
the great, the insuperable difficulties which weigh 
against bis own side. He takes up in detail only part 
of tbe xviith cbapter of Revelation, insisting that tbe 
city tbere is Home. And that is granted. But tben 
he confounds t!te Wild B east that first carries tbc 
\V oman, and then next with bis ten kings ronds 
and burns her, with tlze Woman that is destroyed. The 
Babylon of Rev. xvii is Bab.ylon t!ze mystery ; but the 
Babylon of Rev. xviii is Babylon literal. In chapte1· 
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seventeen we have 'waters,' and 'heads,' and. 'horns,' 
.and so on ; all mystic, as the angel declares. But in tbc 
next chapter all is literal. There are two destructions 
of Babylon. First comes the burning of Babylolt 
mystic by the False Christ and his ten kings. But 
after desalation has thus settled on Rome (Rcv. xviii, 
1-3) there is yet a fitture and snelden destruction of 
Babylon predicted. Thc first came from the hand of 
men, the second comes upon the ancient city of 
Euphrates from the hand of God. In an instant, by the 
last and most terrible earthquake, it sinks into the 
abyss below, like a mill-stone falling into the sea
depths ancl never after is to be seen : w hile the smokc 
from the carth's buming interior monnts up before God 
through tbc yawning gulf, which its descent has left: 
Rev. xviii, 21 ; xix, 3. 

EVIDENCI!:S OF Tim LrTERAL INTERPRETATION. 

The Literal Scheme can allego in its favor the great 
trnth that PROPHECY, WHEN GoD DECLARES IT TO BE 
FULFILLED, HAS BEEN FULFILLED LITEUALLY. This is 
our tower of strengtiL Look at the prophecies declared 
by the Holy Spirit in M:atthew to be fulfilled ! J esus' 
birth of a virgin, Ris place of birtb, His calling out of 
Egypt, His place of residence, Ris cure of diseases, Ris 
utterance of parables, Ris entry into J ernsalem on the 
ass and its foal, Ris valnation at thirty pieces of silver, 
the vinegar at the cross, and the parting nf Ris 
garments. How were these accomplished? Litorally ! 
So then, we say, wiJl the prophecies be fnlfilled, which 
have, as yet, not received their accomplisb.ment. And 
if so, then the plagnes of Revelation are miraculous. 
And if miracnlous, they are yet future, and the 
Allegorical Interpretation is overturned. Thus the 
plagnes on Egypt under unbelieving Pharaoh were 

D3 



54 

types of w hat are yct to take effect on Israel and the 
world. The waters of the earth are one day to be 
turned into blood. \V ell, this was literally accomplished 
of old, when judgment came on murderous Egypt by 
the hands of Moses. Boils were sent on refractory 
Pharaoh and his people; and. emerods on uubelieving 
Philistines, who carried Jehovah's ark in triumph to 
their idols' temples. 0 then, when like circumstances 
and like times arise, as foreiold in the Apocalypse, 
literal sores and ulcers shall avenge God's cause against 
the False Christ. Thc hail of judgment on Egypt ancl 
on the Canaanites was literal. So then, shall the hail 
of the Apocalypse he literal also. For Jerusalem, says 
the Holy Spirit, is by spiritual men seen to occupy the 
place of Sodom and Egypt : Rev. xi, 8. Did litoral 
darkness invade Egypt in the day of God's wrath ? So 
shall it again overtake men in the greater and more 
terrible day, when the sin of men and the indignation 
of God are at the fnll. 

YVHAT, AGAIN, H.\.S TUE APOCALYPSE lTSELF TO SAY 
ON 'l'HIS HEAD ? 

1. First comes thc <lesignation of the book, given by 
our Lord Himself. It is " THE REVELATION of J esus 
Uluist, -vvhich God gave unto him, to show unto His 
servants what must short.ly come to pass." Now 
'Apocalypse' in Greek, and 'Revelatio' in Latin, both 
mean ' The takz.ng off of a z;ei!.' The future is by nature 
veiled to us. The .Apocalypse is the taking off of that 
veil. But if so, it must be literally taken, wherever 
abs1_rrdity does not follow. Ancl he who affirms ab
surdity must prove it, and define its character, as moral 
or metaphysical. Absurdity is disprovecl, wherever in 
the past any like action of God or Christ has been 
testified in Scripture. Some loudly assert the absurdity 
of the coming of Christ and his armies on white harses. 
This is silenced by pointing them to J esus' literal 
en try into J erusalem on an ass~ as foretolel by Zechariah. 
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Some assert the absurdity of the binding and imprison
ment of Satan. These are silenecel by pöinting them 
to God's imprisonment of 'angels' or 'spirits,' testifiecl 
by Peter and Ju de : 2 Pet. ii, 4 ; Ju de 6, 7. 

N ow, if the Hevelation is allcgorical ::md is to be inter
preteel on that theory, it is a vd!ed book, it is sea!ed y. 

while God declares it is 11ot: Rev. xxii. Seals were on 
it: but Christ has prevailecl to take them off. But 
.a!!egory is a Z'ezting. This is certain from examples of 
profane history~ and from Scripture. Herodotus gives 
us a specimen of symbolic language, and of its difficulty 
of interpretation. 

"At last Darins was in a great strait, and the kings 
of the Scythians having ascertainecl this, sent a herald, 
bearing as gifts to Darius, a bird, a mouse, a frog, anel 
five arrows. The Persians asked the bearer of the 
gifts tlze mea~zing of tlzis present). but he answered, that 
he had no other orders than to deliver them and return 
immediately, anel he advised the Persians, if they were 
wisc, to discover wlzat the gijts meant. The Persians 
having heard this, consulteel together. Darius' apinion 
was, that the Scythians meant to give themselvcs up 
to him, as well as earth and water ; forming bis con
iedure thus : since a mouse is breel in the carth and 
subsists on the same foocl as a man ; a frog lives in the 
water ; a bird is very like a horse ; and the arrows 
they eleliver up as their whole strength. This was the 
apinion given by Darius. But the opinion of Gobryas, 
one of the seven who had deposecl the magus, did not 
coincide with this. He conjedured that the presents 
intimatcel: 'Unless 0 Persians ye become birds ancl fiy 
into the air, or become micc ancl hide yourselws 
beneath the earth, or become frogs and leap into the 
lakes, ye shall never return home again, but he stricken 
by these arrows.' And thus the other Persüms inter
preteel the gifts:" Book iv, 132. 

In more modern days, in the perilans times of 
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Charles the I. or Charles the II., a gentleman sent 
by his servant to his friend a pair of spurs and a 
-crown piece in silver. He dared not write, lest his 
letter should be intercepted, and its direct worels 
should implicate himself. He endeavoured to conceal 
his meaning from the senrant who bore his missive, 
and from all but his friend. And so it fareu. All 
·Others saw in it only a probable repayment of a loan. 
But he who saw beneath the veil, beheld in it a 
warning to fly, and acted thereon. 

Again, if it were granted that the plagnes of the 
Apocalypse were symbolic, t!te resulling states of mm 
.are lzteral, if there be any literality in the book. The 
plagnes up to a certain point, are designcel to produce 
repenkwee ; and at the close of the secoud woe-trumpet 
we learn, that they prove ineffcctual to that end ; and 
then is gi ven a literal list of the sins of men, from 
which it was inteneled thns forcibly to turn them. 

But it is certain, that such states of feeling 
.and action among men as the Apocalypse describes 
never have yet been procluced, or conlel be, save 
by such snpernatural plagnes. "And in tlwse 
days s!tall men seek deatlz, alld sltall not jind it, and 
sltall desire to die, a!ld deat!t sltall flee from tltem:" 
i x, 6. N ow has such a feeling ever visite cl mankind, 
as the result of any natural or politica] calamities? But 
this will certainly be the feeling, whenever men shall 
be tormenteel every clay as with the sting of a scorpion. 
For extreme pain makes life undesirable. Thus, then, 
the one side of the eqnation necessitates the other. 

vVas there ever a symbolic politica! earthquake, 
destroying seven thousancl men of name, that eauscel 
the resiclue to be frighteued, and to give glory to the God 
of the heaven? This result is quite comprehensible, as 
the result of a terrific literal earthquake, engulfing and 
burying seven millions of men. Have mankind ever 
as yet broken out into blasphemy against God? 
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Never, as the result of natural, or political causes. But 
as the consequence of ulcers of frightful pain 
.and noisomeness sent, it is easily unclerstoocl : xvi, 
10, 11. 

The A pocalypse, then, is not allegorical ; for if it be, 
it is no taking off a veil, it is the putting on of one. 
Men and God are at varianee about this book. Men 
will not believe that it is God's taking off a veil. 
They assume that it is enigma, and several are the 
books besiele Mr. Guinness' w hich profess to explain 
the Revelation, and call it-' The zmz;eili1lg of the 
Apocalypse.' This is then to imply against Gocl's own 
assertion, that R.evelation is a veiled, and not, as God 
.says, an zmveilecl book. If it is veiled, it is not a 
Revelation. If it is a Revelation, it is not veiled, it is 
the taking off a veil. If sealed, it is no Revelation. 
If a Revelation, it is not sealecl. If it be a Revelation 
it is to be litorally taken ; it is no series of enigmas, to 
be guessed at by the learned. :Moses veiled his face 
when he vvished it to be hiel. That veil is by Pau1 
put in opposition to plain ancl direct speech : 2 Cor. 
iii, 12-1±, The veil which was on Moses is taken 
of!' in Christ. Revealed things are the opposite to 
those kept secret: Deut. xxix, 29; Dan. ii, 19, 47; 
Matt. xi, 25-27. No wonder those cannot under
stancl the Apocalypse who maintain, that God has in it 
put on a veil, when the Lord says it is the talcing off 
of one! 

But Mr. Guinness alleges, as proving the contrary, 
the expression founcl in the first verse of tbe first 
chapter of Revelation. "He sent and sz'gnijied it by 
I-Iis angel to I-Iis servant John" (Ea1Jf-LTJYE). 'Here,'· says 
Mr. Guinness, 'the sacred writer affirms, that the book 
is given in enigmatic language, by signs.' 

Does the word used then affirm his view? It does not. 
(l) It is used in the New Testament where there were 
no appeals to the eye, but to thc ear alone. Such 
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were J ohn xii, 32, 33. "I, ifi be lifted up from the earth 
will draw all men unto me. This he said, signi(ying 
[by words] what death he should die :" xviii, 32. 
"This spake he signifying [by words] what death he 
(Peter) should die :" xxi, 19. 

But I grant, that the representation to J ohn in 
the Apocalypse was made to his eye (oua ELOE). Does 
mot that prove Mr. Guinness' idea ~ By no means ! 
Because representation to the eye may be either (1) dz'rect 
.and Ziteraf or (2) emblematic. The glass of an encl1anter 
might present to his querist the scene exactly as it shaU 
be fulfilled. Or it might be presenteel emblematically, 
as in the celebrated dramatic representation offered 
to Charles the V. and his courtiers.-D'Aubignc's 
Riformation. 

This book of Revelation is also a witness to us of 
the point in question. The descriptions of J esus, and 
of the throne of chapter iv, and of the judgment of the 
. dead, are direct and literal. But the stars and candle
,sticks, and the W oman of Rev. xvii are mystic. The 
word 'signified.' then, as it embraces both modes of 
representation, confines itself to neither of them, and 
so, is no proof of enigma. 

Lastly, at the close of the book we read, "He saith 
unto me, SEAL NOT the sayings of 'ri-IE PROPHECY of this 
book:" xxii, 10. If, now, they are to be interpreteel 
as allegories, thcy are sealed. The sayings, then, of this 
prophecy are to be accepted like the sayings of most 
·other prophccies, literally. The movement of God in 
our Lord's day was from judgment to mercy; and the 
mercy of God is a time of mystery. Our Lord on 
the earth was moving from the letter to the spirit; 
and men of t.he letter misunderstood him, as we see, 
throughout the Gospels, especially that of J olm. 
But in the A pocalypse God is moving away from 
mystery, and its day of mercy, to justice, and its awful 
.manifestation of God. To understand then the book 
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which treats of God's revelation of Hirnself in judgment, 
ns spoken enigmatically, is but again to misunderstand 
the Most High. 

We are agreed, that if the A pocalypse be literal, it 
foretells miracle. And if miracle be foretold, it is yet 
fnture. N ow, miracles of judgment, belonging to a day 
to come, are foretold in hooks of Scripture confessedly 
not symbolic. Moses and the prophets foretell such 
judgments, and they are literally to be taken. Then, 
if we take the Apocalypso literally, it also foretells 
miracles of judgment in a day of woe to come. Both 
then correspond, and both are to bc taken literally. 
You can only get quit of such result by taking the 
Apocalypse as symbolic. But the plagnes may not SO' 

be taken, unless no good sense results from the literal 
acceptation. And then you throw the Old Testament 
prophets out of connexion and harrnony with the N ew 
Testament prophecy . 

Moreover, N aturalists are f01·ced to admit rniracle 
nnd literality in chapter xx. But in such admission 
they are inconsistent. They have trampled down 
literality and miracle in previous parts of the prophecy. 
And they eau draw no line that is not arbitrary" 
between the parts which they own literal and miracu
lous, and those they deny to be so. 

To remove miracles from the Apocalypso Mr. Gninness. 
is obliged to make it symbolic, and to turn it from its. 
literal sen se. But to make it sym bolic is to make it a 
' veiled,' a 'sea1ed,' an 'enigmatic ' book (p. 85), and 
so to destroy its avo·wed charact.er, as designated of 
God. lt is a 'revelation' no longer. 

In short, the matter is a question about the reader's. 
state of mind. If he be a man of faith in miracle as 
yet to come, he will find the Apocalypse in the main 
easy of comprehension. He will see in it, (1) a day of 
judgment to come on the living and the dead; and (2} 
miracles as the means to effect it. 
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If otherwise, he v;ill stumble at every step; he falls. 
into many and manifest co11jusions. The time of law
lessness under a veil is confounded with lawlessness in 
open and national outbursts of word and deed. The 
' kings ' of Revelation are both ' kingdoms,' and ' forms 
of government.' 'The kings of the earth,' are confouncled 
with 'the ten kings,' who only rise when the Anti
c1uist does. The W oman is confounded with the Wild 
Beast, which destroys the vVoma11. The Presence of 
thc Lord is confounded with the Day of the Lord. 
Home is made both the 'temple of God' and the 
'Apostacy.' The Bride of Revelation is confounded 
with the Bride of the Epistles. All this is the result 
of predictions of judgment thrust out of their place 
into our dispensation of mercy. 

The matter is of solemn moment. May the Lord 
blcss to his saints thc word of warning ! 

THE EKD. 


